m DUTCHESS COUNTY WATERSHEDS

Dutchess County, New York
Flood Risk Management

As of: February 2012

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS BUILDING STRONG®

DESCRIPTION

The New York District of the Corps of Engineers has finalized a federally-funded Reconnaissance Study to
determine whether there is a federal interest in watershed-based flood risk management, ecosystem restoration, and
other water resources problems and opportunities in the Dutchess County Watersheds, Dutchess County, New York.
This study was initiated in light of the recurrence of fluvial flood damage over the past several years, including that
resulting from inundation, erosion, and road washouts associated with the storms of October 2005 and June 2006,
as well as the severe storms of April 2007, which resulted in damages in the Fishkill Creek, Wappinger Creek, Fallkill
Creek, and Roeliff Jansen Kill watersheds. The population density of Dutchess County continues to increase,
exacerbating the problems of flooding, erosion, deposition, poor water quality, and ecosystem degradation, all of
which threaten human welfare and the economy. From initial investigations, it appears that opportunities exist for
flood risk management measures, balancing flow regimes, sediment transport control, water quality improvements,
and riparian habitat restoration for the watersheds of Dutchess County. The Reconnaissance Study was approved
by Division on 30 March 2009.

AUTHORIZATION
The study was authorized by a Resolution of the United States House of Representatives, Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, Docket Number 2788, dated 31 October 2007.

STATUS

The development of a Project Management Plan (PMP) for the Feasibility Study is ongoing. Coordination with the
potential non-federal sponsor, Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District, is also ongoing. PMP
execution is expected by September 2012.

STUDY COST

Feasibility $1 - $3 million
Total  $1 - $3 million

CONTACT

Karen Ashton, P.E., Project Manager, Plan Formulation Branch, Planning Division
Phone: (917) 790-8607; e-mail: karen.ashton@usace.army.mil

CONGRESSIONAL INFORMATION
Representatives Nan Hayworth, NY District #19; Christopher Gibson, NY District #20; Maurice Hinchey, NY District
#22
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