Hoslt PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineers
New York District, CENAN-OP-R

Upstate Regulatory Field Office In replying refer to:
1 Buffington Street, Bldg. 10, 3 Floor Public Notice Number: NAN-2013-00099-UCO
Watervliet, New York 12189-4000 Issue Date: June 26, 2015

Expiration Date: July 27, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

The New York District, Corps of Engineers has received an application for a Department of the
Army permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S. C. 1344).

APPLICANT: National Grid
300 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, New York 13202

ACTIVITY: The reconstruction of aerial crossings over navigable waters of the United
States, and the discharge of fill material in waters of the United States, including
streams and wetlands, for the proposed reconstruction of approximately 14.2
miles of a 115kV double circuit electric transmission line

WATERWAY:  Several tributaries to the Hudson River and associated wetlands

LOCATION: Town of Moreau, in Saratoga County, and the Towns of Fort Edward,
Greenwich and Easton, in Washington County, all in New York

A detailed description and plans of the applicant's activity are enclosed to assist in your review.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values,
flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production,
mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the
people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.




-2 -

ALL COMMENTS REGARDING THE PERMIT APPLICATION MUST BE PREPARED IN
WRITING AND MAILED TO THE ATTENTION OF John Connell AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS, OR
SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL TO john.r.connell@usace.army.mil, TO REACH THIS OFFICE
BY THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS NOTICE, otherwise, it will be presumed that there are no
objections to the activity. Comments provided will become a part of the public record for this
action.

Comments submitted in response to this notice will be fully considered during the public interest
review for this permit application. All written comments, including names and addresses, will be
made a part of the administrative record, available to the public under the Freedom of Information
Act. The Administrative Record, or portions thereof, may also be posted on a Corps of Engineers
internet web site. Due to resource limitations, this office will normally not acknowledge the receipt
of comments or respond to individual letters of comment. A

Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held
to collect information necessary to consider this application. Requests for public hearings shall
state, with particularity, the reasons why a public hearing should be held. It should be noted that
information submitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the permit decision process and
bears the same weight as that furnished at a public hearing.

Our preliminary determination is that the activity for which authorization is sought herein may
effect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a Federally
endangered species, and the Northern Long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a Federally
‘threatened species. The applicant has proposed conservation measures, including prohibiting all
tree clearing between April 1% and October 31 of any calendar year, which is the period of time
the bats could be present within the proposed work areas. Initially the applicant had also
indicated that the Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa samuelis), a Federally endangered
species may be present and effected by the proposed undertaking. However, based on survey
information subsequently provided by the applicant, the Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa
samuelis) and its suitable habitat are not present in the proposed project disturbance areas, and
therefore would not be affected by this undertaking. Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531), the District Engineer is consulting with the appropriate Federal
agency to determine the presence of and potential impacts to listed species in the project area,
and minimize any potential effects.

Based upon a review of cultural resources survey information provided by the applicant to the
N.Y.S. Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (SHPO), there are three sites,
including the Old Champlain Canal and two archeological sites, listed, or eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places located within the Area of Potential Effects for this
undertaking. In addition, based on the information provided by the applicant, the project as
proposed, has or will cause adverse effects to at least one of the archeological sites. Further
consultation with SHPO regarding these sites is being conducted and will be concluded prior to
the final decision.

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will include application of the
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under
authority of Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act and the applicant will obtain a water quality
certificate or waiver from the appropriate state agency in accordance with Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act prior to a permit decision.

In addition to any required water quality certificate, the applicant has obtained or requested the
following governmental authorization for the activity under consideration:

e New York State Public Service Commission — Article VIl certificate
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e New 'York State Department of Environmental Conservation — stormwater discharge
ﬁlzrleﬁ‘/m\t/ork State Canal Corporation — canal crossing permit
New York State Department of Transportation — utility work permit
In order for us to better serve you, please complete our Customer Service Survey located at:

http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/CustomerSurvey.aspx

It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the activity to any
persons known by you to be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have
any questions concerning this application, you may contact John Connell of this office at (518)
266-6357.

For more information on New York District Corps of Engineers programs, visit our website at
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil

Jodi M. McDonald
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Enclosures
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WORK DESCRIPTION

The applicant, National Grid, has requested a Department of the Army permit for
establishment of aerial crossings over the Hudson River and the Old Champlain Canal,
navigable waters of the United States, and the discharge of fill material in waters of the
United States, including streams and wetlands, for the proposed reconstruction of
approximately 14.2 miles of a 115kV double circuit electric transmission line, in the Town
of Moreau, in Saratoga County, and the Towns of Fort Edward, Greenwich and Easton, in
Washington County, all in New York.

The work would involve the discharge of fill material in 0.21 acres (256.4 linear feet) of
various unnamed tributaries to the Batten Kill and Hudson River, and 0.84 acres of
associated wetlands, for the installation of permanent access roads, culverts, and tower
pads. The reconstruction of an existing access road at one site in Moreau will also
involve the restoration of a stream channel and associated riparian habitat within a
currently impounded area that would cause the loss of an additional 0.18 acres of an
existing pond. The reconstruction of utility lines along the new alignment would involve
the permanent conversion of 2.87 acres of forested wetlands to emergent, wet meadow
and/or shrub wetlands. The work would also include temporary impacts to 11.17 acres of
wetlands for the installation of temporary timber mats, work pads and timber bridges.
Upon completion of the work, all temporary structures would be removed and wetland
areas restored, including re-seeding with a wetland seed mix.

The applicant has stated that they have avoided and minimized proposed impacts to the
maximum extent practicable by reconstructing the transmission lines within the existing
utility right-of-way, by locating all new structures and fills outside waters of ‘the United
States as much as practicable, and by constructing utility access roads along previously
existing travel corridors. In addition, the applicant has proposed mitigation for the
functions proposed to be impacted, including implementing a compensatory mitigation
plan at two sites adjacent to the project, namely the Heath site in the Town of Moreau,
and the Sheffer site in the Town of Fort Edward. At the Heath site, the applicant
proposes to establish 1.04 acres of emergent and shrub wetlands from uplands,
rehabilitate 3.55 acres of existing forested and shrub wetlands, enhance 1.53 acres of
adjacent uplands, and preserve 1.37 acres of adjacent wetland areas. At the Sheffer site,
the applicant proposes to establish 0.06 acres of forested wetlands from uplands,
rehabilitate 1.65 acres of existing wetlands, and preserve 3.19 acres of adjacent wetlands
and 0.37 acres of adjacent riparian buffer areas.

The stated purpose of this project is to relieve the thermal and projected load constraints
in National Grid’s Northeast Region, in order to provide reliable electric service within this
Region, which includes portions of Saratoga, Schenectady and Rensselaer Counties in
New York State.
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GUIDERAIL 16" THICK
GRAVEL ROADBASE

6" TOPSOIL, HYDROSEED, & HYDROMULCH (TYP.)

MIN. 8'LAYER OF

FLOW LINE LIGHTWEIGHT FILL a

NEW STREAM REPLICATION

77’5? COMMON /~BEVELED END SECTION (TYP.)

TOP OF BANKRUN, FILL 10" BANKRUN GRAVEL
GRAVEL EL. 253.0 s (20% PIPE DIA.)
g OP OF BANKRU
48" DIA. PIPE INV. EL. 252.2—/J/r o B

e\GRAVEL EL.249.5
“\—48" DIA. PIPE INV. EL. 248.7

NOTES:

1. THE EMBANKMENT MAY UNDERGO SUBSTATNTIAL SETTLEMENT AT THE
CENTER OF THE CROSSING DUE TO FILLING OVER THE UNDERLYING SOFT
CLAY. PRIMARY SETTLEMENT MAY TAKE ON THE ORDER OF 13 MONTHS TO
DEVELOP. THE PIPE SHALL BE INSTALLED WITH THE INVERTS SHOWN TO

May 18, 2015 — 2:02PM

FILENAME: H:\N461 NatGrid Mohican\ACOE Stream Crossing Dwgs\N461—001—S47.dwg

DATE:

0 30 60 ALLOW A MORE SUITABLE VERTICAL ALIGNMENT AFTER THE CULVERT HAS
SETTLED UNDER THE WEIGHT OF THE EMBANKMENT.
SCALE IN FEET CROSS SECTION VIEW B-B'
— TOP OF LIVE FASCINE
c Q STREAM SLIGHTLY EXPOSED
. -| AFTER INSTALLATION
260 S.I.D.(TYP.) 6" TOPSOIL, HYDROSEED, LIVE FASCINE
2 / Fi & HYDROMULCH (TYP.) BUNDLE
: 41 STREAM PREPARED
BED TRENCH
| SEE INSERT -
TO RIGHT ) - -
3-335|FT K7 6 TOPSOIL
EE2498 ey N (TO BE ADDED
ytly” 6" TOPSOIL (TO BE QSWNEE‘EESEARY’
6" TOPSOIL (TO BE ' ADDED AS NECESSARY) SEED Mﬁ?
ADDED AS NECESSARY) ' & WETLAND SEED MIX LIVE STAKE
& WETLAND SEED MIX RIVER RUN GRAVEL APPROX. 3 SPAGING
0 10 20 SUBSTRATE DEPTH 6"-8" ALONG BUNDLE
STREAM BED EL. 248
—— :
. STREAMBANK
SCALE IN FEET CROSS SECTION VIEW C-C STABILIZATION DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE
D D
260

¢ STREAM-}

SEE NOTE 1

NOTES:

1. STREAM CHANNEL WIDTH IS DEFINED AS ANNUAL
HIGH WATER MARK TO ANNUAL HIGH WATER MARK

0 10 20 (APPROXIMATE BANKFULL CONDITIONS).
e ——————
SCALE IN FEET CROSS SECTION VIEW D-D'

Saratoga & Washington County, New York Along the Project ROW
NAN-2013-00099-UCO Stream Crossing Detail S47
g rou p Revised 5/18/15

Figure 2
Sheet 38C of 45

% NATIONAL GRID - 115kV Mohican — Battenkill #15 Impacts to Waters of the US
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