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Work Description: 

The Hudson River Park Trust (HRPT) has requested permission to construct a 
replacement Pier 54 pier structure between the locations of Pier 54 and Pier 56 in the 
Hudson River at the foot of West 12th Street within the Hudson River State Park, New 
York City, Borough of Manhattan, New York County, and New York State.    

The deck of existing Pier 54 was recently removed before it completely failed and 
collapsed into the Hudson River; and its supporting piles were left in place for fishery 
habitat enhancement.  Pier 56’s deck was previously removed because of its very poor 
condition; and its supporting piles have been left in the river for fishery habitat 
enhancement. 

The proposed Pier 54 replacement structure would involve construction of a 
approximately 330-foot square pier platform structure with two pedestrian access and 
emergency egress walkway ramp structures from and to dry land; including a barge 
mooring platform, approximately 150 feet long and approximately 10 feet wide on the 
eastern edge of the proposed square pier structure for a possible seasonal mooring of a 
4,000-square-foot support barge for events in the replacement pier’s amphitheater. 

The replacement pier structure would be approximately 121,000 square feet (2.75 
acres) in area channelward of the line of Mean High Water (Average High Tide) line on 
the shoreline.    

The replacement Pier 54 pier structure would not extend out into the Hudson River as 
far as the current Pier 54’s and Pier 56’s remaining fishery habitat pile fields do, as 
shown on the enclosed application drawings.    

Both Pier 54’s and Pier 56’s fishery habitat pile fields would remain in place as fishery 
habitat, except for the removal of approximately twenty-five (25) pilings to allow for the 
safe construction of the replacement Pier 54.  Approximately fourteen (14) piles would 
need to be removed from the Pier 54 pile field and approximately eleven (11) piles from 
the Pier 55 pile field. Piles to be removed would be pulled out of the riverbed 
completely, or cut at the mudline. The remainder of the approximately six hundred (600) 
existing pilings would be retained and maintained by the Hudson River Park Trust in pile 
fields to enhance aquatic fishery habitat value.  

The replacement Pier 54 structure would be supported by approximately five hundred 
and thirty-five (535) pilings of varying dimensions and types.  The pier structure and its 
access / egress walkway ramps would be supported by approximately three hundred 
and sixty-one (361) piles, made up of two hundred and eighty-four (284) 36-inch-
diameter round precast concrete piles, and approximately ninety-seven (97) 24-inch-
square solid precast concrete piles.   

Of the approximately two hundred and eighty-six (286) 36-inch-diameter, or 24-inch-
diameter, round precast concrete piles supporting the replacement pier structure, 
approximately one hundred and thirty-nine (139) would be driven as hollow pipe piles 
requiring the filling (regulated discharge) with flowable concrete below the plane of 
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Spring High Water in order to create a solid piling to safely support the pier structure.   
The flowable concrete placed inside these driven pipe piles will be confined within the 
pipe piles and would not result in adverse impacts to Hudson River water quality or 
aquatic biota.  The total area of pipe pilings requiring filling with flowable concrete is 
approximately four hundred and fifteen (415) square feet.  

In addition,  approximately one hundred and twenty eight  (128) 12-inch-diameter timber 
piles; and approximately twenty-four ( 24) hollow 16-inch-diameter steel pipe piles 
would be installed for protective fendering of the edge of the replacement pier structure.    

The Hudson River Park Trust has stated that they have avoided, minimized, and 
mitigated for impacts proposed to the maximum extent practicable through pier structure 
design and by adhering to previously issued permit conditions in Department of the 
Army and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation permits; and 
piles will not be installed or removed between November 1st and April 30th of the 
calendar year to minimize any effects on overwintering fishery resources.  

The Hudson River Park Trust stated purpose of the Pier 54 replacement pier structure is 
to provide a vegetated pier platform with an amphitheater and public restrooms; and to 
continue to provide safe public access pier structures within Hudson River State Park. 

 














