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WORK DESCRIPTION 
 
The permittee, Urban Assembly New York Harbor School, has received  
a Department of the Army permit to construct seasonal floating and 
fixed structures to support aquaculture in the Wallabout Basin, 
off of Wallabout Federal Navigation Channel, off of the East 
River, at the foot of Morton Street in the Brooklyn Navy Yard in 
the Borough of Brooklyn, Kings County, New York. The permit 
applicant received a Department of the Army permit, NAN-2012-00092 
for the regulated seasonal structure. 
 
The regulated aquaculture structures would involve seasonally 
(April 1st thru October 30th) operating and occupying year round an 
approximately 0.028-acre area of the center of Wallabout Basin 
preventing commercial navigation in this dead-end basin of the 
former U.S. Navy’s Brooklyn Navy Yard.  The permittee states that 
the many-part large floating structure would not be removed 
seasonally. The entire aquaculture structure would be permanently 
removed from the waterway prior to October 30, 2015.  The 
permittee reports that the Wallabout Basin’s existing water depths 
range from 10 feet to 14 feet of water depth measured from the 
datum elevation of Mean Low Lower Water, approximately the low-
tide elevation. 
 
Approximately two hundred 2-foot-long by 2-foot-wide by 7-foot-
high off-bottom plastic growing cages, in vertical sets of seven, 
as shown on the enclosed proposed permit modification drawings, 
would be hung from a single six-hundred-foot-long three-strand-
twisted one-inch-diameter polypropylene line.  Each set of four 
cages is supported by an individual 2-foot-diameter plastic float 
ball. The six-hundred-foot-long floating structure is being 
retained in place by polypropylene anchor lines at each end which 
extend farther outward from the six-hundred-foot-long floating 
structure.  Each growing cage contains seven (7) plastic growing 
trays measuring approximately 2 feet by 2 feet by 1 foot. 
 
The permittee’s stated purpose for leaving the permitted structure 
in year round is to grow approximately 2,000,000 eastern oysters 
(Crassostrea Virginica) for educational and research purposes. The 
permit applicant further states that they have avoided, minimized, 
and mitigated for impacts to the maximum extent practicable by 
limiting the project area.  
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