
U S  Army Corps 
of Engineers 
New York District ~ ~ 

Jacob K Javits Federal Building 
New York, N.Y. 10278-0090 
A T N :  Re~ulatory Branch 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

111 replying refer to: -~ ~ 

Public Kotice Nunber:l 
Iss1:e Date: s"fi - 3 $ 1  - '" 

Fxni rari nrl n a t e :  JUL 1 2 2006 

To Whom 11 May Concern: 

The New York District, Corps of Engineers has received an application for a Department of the Arrny 
permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). 

APPLICANT: Town of Clarkstown 
Departlrient of Environ~riental Control 
10 mdple Ave 
New City; NY 10956-5013 

ACTIVITY: Realign stream, install gabions 

WATERW-AY: Deinarest Kill, Hackensack River 

LOC,ZTION: New City, Town of Clarkstown. Rockland County. New York 

.4 detailed description and plans of the applicant's activity are enclosed to assist in your review 

The decision whrther to issue a permit will he based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including 
cuinulative impacts. of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national 
concern for both protectinn and utilization of important resources. The benefits \\hich reasonably may 
be expected to accrue frorn the proposal must br  balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detri~nents. 
All factors which rnay be relevant to rhe proposal will be considered includi~~g the cumulativr effects 
thereof: amon: those are conservation. economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
historical properties, fish and wildlife values. floodplain values, land use, navipation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation. Lvater supply and conservation, water qnality, energy needs, safety. food and 
fiber prnductiou, mineral nerds, consideration of property ownership and,in general the needs and welfare 
of the people. 

The Colps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the pnblic: Federal. state. and local ageucies and 
officials; Indian Tribes: and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity. Any ccmlnents received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determninr 
whether to issue, modify. condition or deny apermit for this proposal. To make this drcision. colrirnents 
are nsed to assess impacts on endangered species. historic properties, water quality. general 
environrnental effects. and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in 
preparation of an Environlriental Assessment andlor an Envirc~nmeutal Impact Statemrlent pul-suaut to the 
National Environmental Policy .4ct. Co~nrncnts are also used to determine the need for a public hearing 
and to deterrnine the overall pnhlic interest of ti,e proposed activ~ty. 

orhrrnise. it will be presumed that there are no objections to the activity 

; n y  person may request, i n  writing, before this puhlic notice expires, that a public hearing he held to 
collect information necessar!. to consider this applicatiorl. Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
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particularity, the reasons why a pnblic hearing shonld be held. It ~hould be noted that information 
snhmitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the permit decision process and bears the same weight 
as char furnished at a public hearing. 

Onr preliminary determination is that rhr activity for which authorization is songht herein is not likely 
to affect any Federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat. However. pursnant co 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 116 U.S.C. 1531), the Col-ps of Engineers is consulting hidl 
the appropriate Federal agency to determine thr presence of and potential impacts to listed species in the 
project area or their critical habicat. 

Based upon a review of the latesc published version of the National Register of Historic Places, there are 
no known sites eligible for, or inclnded in, the Register within the permit area. Presently unknown 
archeological, scientific, prehistorical; or historical data may be losc by work accon~plished under the 
reqnired permit. 

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will inclnde application of the 
gnidelines promnlgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under anthority 
of Section 404 (b) of the Clran Water Act and the applicant will obtain a water qnality certificate or 
waiver f ron~  the appropriate state agency in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act prior 
to a permit decision. 

Pursuant to Section 307 (c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 as amended [I6 U.S.C. 1456 
(c)], for activities under consideration that are located within the coastal zone of a state which has a 
federally approved coastal zone management program. the applicant has certified in the permit application 
that the activity complies with, and will be conducted in a n!a!lner th2t is consiste!?! ?vith. the approved 
stare coastal zone management program. By this pnblic notice. we are reqnesting the state's concurrence 
with, objection to, or waiver of thr applicant's certification. No permit decision will be made nntil one 
of these actions occur. For activities within the coastal zone of New York State, the applicant's 
certification and accompanying information is available from the Consisc?ncy Coordinator. Uew York 
State Department of State, Division of Coastal Rrsonrces and Waterfront Revitalization, Coastal Zone 
Management Program. 41 Scate Street, Albany, Sew York 1223 1. 'Telephone (5 18) 474-6000. Comments 
regarding the applicant's crrcification, and copies of any letters to this office corrunenting upon this 
proposal; should be so addressed. 

In addition to any required water quality certificate and coastal zone management program concurrenc?, 
the applicant has obtained or requested the following governmental authorization for the activity under 
consideration: 

New York State Departtnenc of Environmental Conservation Permit 

It is requested that you communicate the fore~oing informarion concerning the activity to any persons 
known by you to be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have any questions 
concerning this application, you may contacc this office at (212j 264-3912 and ask for Craig Spitz. 

For Inore information ou New York District Corps of Enzineers progranls, visit our website at 
http:!1www.nan.usace.ar111y .mil 

/" 

.---.-- 
Chief, Regulatory Branch 
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WORK DESCRIPTIOK 

The applicant, Town of Clarkstown, has requested Department of the Army 
authorization to realign a stream and install gabions in Demarest Kill, 
a tributary to the Hackensack River at New City, Town of Clarkstown, 
Rockland County, New York. 

The work would involve the general straightening of approximately 5,200 
linear feet of waterway. Specifically, approximately 3,400 linear feet 
of waterway would be straightenedbeginning north of Old Route 304 and 
continuing south between Cranford Drive to the west and Cypress Road, 
Phillips Hill Road and Termalay Drive to the east (See Sheets 2.3, and 
4). Approximately1.800 linear feet of an unnamed tributaryto Demarest 
Kill located between Bush Court and Cragmere Oval and upstream of the 
confluence point of this tributary with Demarest Kill would be 
straightenedas well (See Sheet 5). Gabions would be installed at four 
locations as follows: 

a) Approximately7,075 square feet (196.6 cubic yards) below the ordinary 
high water line upstream and downstream from Old Route 304 to accommodate 
a transition from the existing bridge opening to the width of the 
improved channel. (See Sheet 2) 

b) Approximately 3,750 square feet (104.2 cubic yards) below the ordinary 
high water line approximately 600-feet upstream from Old Route 304 to 
provide armor at the stream invert as mitigation for erosive conditions 
resulting from high channel velocities which currently exist (See Sheet 
2 )  

C) Approximately 12,975 square feet (360.5 cubic yards) below the 
ordinary high water line at the confluence of Demarest Kill and its 
tributary near the Cranford Drive crossing (See Sheet 3). 

d) Approximately 2,640 square feet (73.3 cubic yards) below the ordinary 
high water line between the cul-de-sac at the south terminus of Termakay 
Drive and the cul-de-sac at the south terminus of Cranford Drive. (See 
Sheet 3). 

Nine (9) existing outfall structures varying in diameter from 12 to 18- 
inches would be fitted with flared outlets measuring approximately3-feet 
wide and 20 to 24-inches high. 

The improved channel would be augmented with environmental benches on 
both sides of the waterway to provide for the conveyance of a 100-year 
flood event (See Sheets 2,3,4 and 6). Rock weirs would be installed as 
well (See Sheets 2,3,4,5 and 6) . Wetland-typevegetation such as red twig 
dogwood, stremco willows, and viburnums would be planted along 
streambanks and indigenous trees, shrubs, and a mix of ground cover 
material would be planted along side slopes and the level portion of the 
benches. The benches would terminate about 200-feet north of the 
southerly end of the project due to spatial restrictions posed by the 
presence of the Rockland County sewer interceptor. Maintenance of the 
stream flow during construction would be achieved by the placement of 
"New Jersey barriers" at the approximate centerline of the existing 
channel and by diverting all the flow to one side of those barriers while 
earthwork is being performed on the other side in an alternatingmatter. 
These construction techniques are anticipated to minimize inadvertent 
sediment transport to downstream areas thereby maintaining optimum water 
quality, as well as decreasing the need for the dewatering of 
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approximately 30,704 cubic yards of material that would be excavated 
and/or regraded and subsequentlyplaced as fill in those locations where 
required. 

Department of the Army Permit Number 1997-15310 was issued for this 
proposed work in June of 2000 and has since expired. 

The stated purpose of the proposed project is to minimize flooding 
impacts to a residential area. 
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