THIS IS NOT A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Public Notlce

US Army Corps
of Engineers. PublcNotice No. - DEC 172004

Philadelphia District _ .
Wanamaker Building Appiication No. File No.

100 Penn Square East CENAP-OP-R-200401135-1 & CENAN-OP-RE 2005-00033

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 In Repiy Refer to:
ATTN: CENAP-OP-R Regulatory Branch

This District has recsived an application,foi a Department of the"Arﬁy'
permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1859 (33 U.S.C.
403} and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.8.C. 1344).

The purpose of this notice 1s to solicit comments and recommendations from
the public concerning issuance of z Department of the Army permit for the work
descrlbed below.

APPLICANT: NJDEP, Division of Fish and Wildlife

ADDRESS: Mr. Bill Figley
Bureau of Marine Fisheries
Bureau of Marine Fisheries
P.O. Box 418
Port Republic, New Jersey 08241

WATERWAY: Atlantic Ocean

LOCATION: . Within the Atlantic Ocean along the coast of New Jergey at 15
separate locations between Sandy Hock and Cape May. This would include 2
previously authorized sites within the Wew York District boundaries, 12
previously authorized sites within the Philadelphia Distriect boundaries, and 1
proposed new sSite within the Philadelphia District boundaries.

ACTIVITY: Reference is made to Department of the Army permits listed and
described below:

CENAP-OP~R~88-1769-1, CENAP-OP-R-199200384-36, and CENAP-0P-R-159802530-1,
which have previcusly authorized the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife to continue the deployment of
artificial reef materials at 12 separate artificial reef sites in the Atlantic.
Ocean along the coast of New Jersey. These previcus permits authorized reef
development for the 12 reef sites located within the Philadelphia District

boundaries.

CENAN-OP-R-14735 and CENAN-OP-R-16G68924, which have previousgly authorized the
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife to continue deployment of artificial
reef materials at 2 separate artificial reef sites in the Atlantic Ocean along
the coast of New Jersey. These previous permits authorized reef development
for the 2 artificial reef gites located within the New York District
boundaries. These 2 reef sites are located off the coast of Monmouth County
and are identified as the Sandy Hook and Sea Girt reef sites.

The applicant i1s proposing the following specific acticns: (1} to consolidate
the permit authorizations for all 14 existing reef sites into one single
permit document; (2) to continue deployment of artificial reef materials at
the 14 existing réef sites; and (3) to add ‘i additional artificial reef gite
to the state-wide program bringing the total number of artificial reef sites
along the coast of New Jersey to 15.



.

The longitude and latitude and Loran "C" Coordinates of each of the 14
existing artificial reef sites and the proposed additicnal artificial reef
site are identified con the enclosed charts. The artificial reef materials
would include two (2) categories. The first would be specifically designed
structures. Designed reef structures would be designed to maximize surface
area for attached epifaunal organisms and tc provide specific habitat
requirements for targeted fish species. Designed reef materials can be
manufactured to maximize specific marine resocurce values. However, these
materials are generally more expensive and are not readily available. The
second category of reef materials are identified as materials of opportunity.

Materials of cpportuniiy that could be used for construction of the artificial -

reef structures would include concrete, rock, concrete-ballasted tire units,
surplus ships, barges, tanks, other armored personnel carriers, and chbsolete
subway cars. In accordance with the National Artificial Reef Plan and
Department of the Army authorizations, all materials of opportunity would be
propexrly cleaned, dismantled where necessary, and inspected prior to
deployment to assure that they are clean and free of contaminants.

The proposed artificial reef sites are identified as follows:

1. Sandy Hook Reef site is located approximately 1.4 miles east of Sea
Bright in Monmouth County, MNew Jersey. This site is located approximately
5.7 miles at a direction of 157 degrees from Sandy Hook Channel. The Sandy
Hook site requires a wminimum vertical clearance of forty (40) feet below
mean low water.

2. Sea G@Girt Reef site is located approximately 3.4 miles east of Sea
Girt, in Monmouth County New Jersey. The Sea Girt site requires a minimum
vertical clearance of fifty (50} feet bhelow mean low water.

3. Shark River Reef site is located approximately 15.6 Nautical miles and
at a direction of 10¢ degrees from the Manasquan Inlet, in Monmouth/Ocean
County, New Jersey. The Shark River site requires a minimum vertical
clearance of fifty (50) feet below mean low water.

4. BAxel Carlison Reef site (formerly known as Mantoloking Reef site) is
located approximately 2.1 miles east of Mantoloking in Ocean County, New
Jersey. This site is located approximately 4.35 Nautical miles at a
direction of 166 degreeg from Manasquan Inlet., The Axel Carlson site
requires a minimum vertical clearance of fifty {50) feet below mean low
water.

5. Barnegat Light Reef site is located approximately 3.1 Nautical miles
east of Barnegat Light in Ccean County, New Jersey. Thig site is
approximately 3.1 miles from Barmegat Inlet at a direction of 103 degrees.
The Barnegat Light site reguires a minimum vertical clearance of fifty
(50} feet below mean low water.

6. Garden State North Reef gite is located approximately 6.5 npautical
miles. east of Harvey Cedars in Ocean County, New Jersey. This site is
approximately 7.7 nautical miles at a direction of 172 degrees from
Barnegat Inlet. The Garden State North site reguires a minimum vertical
clearance of fifty two (52) feet below mean low water.

7. Garden State South Reef site is located approximately 5.1 nautical
miles east of Spray Beach in Ocean County, New Jersey. This site is
located approximately 9.1 nautical miles at a direction of 64 degrees from
Little Egg Inlet. The Garden State South site reguires a minimum vertiecal
clearance of fifty two (52) feet below mean low water.
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8. Little Egyg Reef site is located approximately 3.8 nautical miles east
of Holgate in Ocean County, New Jersey. This site is located
approximately 5.05 nautical miles at a direction of $3 degrees from Little
Egg Inlet. The Little Egg site requires a minimum vertical clearance of
fifty (%50) feet below mean low water.

9. Atlantic City Reef site is located approximately 12. 2 nautical miles
east of Atlantic City in Atlantic County, New Jersey. This site is
located approximately 8.5 nautical miles at a directjon of 142 degrees
from Absecon Inlet. The Atlantic City site requires a minimum vertical
clearance of. fifty (50) feet below mean low water. .

10. @Great Egg Reef site iz located approximately 7 nautical miles
southeast of Atlantic City in Atlantic County, New Jersey. This site is
located approximately 9.2 miles at a direction of 110 degrees from Great
Egg Harbor Inlet. The Great Egg site requires a minimum vertical
clearance of fifty (50) feet below mean low water.

11. ©Ocean City Reef Site is located approximately 4.5 nautical miles
southeast of Ccean City in Cape May County, New Jersey. This is located
4.3 nautical miles at a direction cf 131 degrees from Corson’s Inlet. The
Ccean City site requires a minimum vertical clearance of fifty (50} feet

below mean low water.

12. Wildwood Reef Site is located approximately 4.4 nautical miles
southeast of Wildwood in Cape May County, New Jersey. This site is
located 4.5 nautical miles at a direction of 135 degrees from Hereford
Inlet. The Wildwood site requires a minimum vertical clearance of thirty
(20) feet below mean low water.

13. Cape May Reef Site is located approximately 8.5 nautical miles
southeast of Wildwood in Cape May County, New Jersey. It is located 9.1
nautical miles at a direction of 128 degrees from Cape May Inlet. The
Cape May site reguires a minimum vertical clearance of thirty (30) feet
below mean low water.

14. Deepwater Reef Site is located approximately 25.1 nautical miles
gsoutheast of Avalon in Cape May County, New Jersey. This site is lecated
31.5 nautical miles at a direction of 99 degrees from Cape May Inlet. The
Deepwater site requires a minimum vertical clearance of fifty (50} feet

below mean low water.

15. The proposed new artificial reef site has been identified as the
Townsends Inlet Reef Site. This proposed gite is located approximately
3.8 nautical miles southeast of Townsends Inlet in Cape May County, New
Jersey. This site would measure 0.52 square miles and can be further
identified as being approximately 2 nautical miles northwest of an area
charted and labeled as the Avalon Shoal. The Townsends Inlet Reef site
would require a minimum vertical clearance of thirty (30} feet below mean
low water.

PURPCSE: The purposes of the artificial reef sites are to provide habitat
for marine fish and shellfish and to provide fishing grounds for anglers and
underwater structures for scuba divers.

A preliminary review of this application indicates that the propesed work
would not affect listed species or their critical habitat pursuant tc Section
7 of the Endangered Species Act as amended. As the evaluation of this
application continues, additional information may become available which could
modify this preliminary determination.
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The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of
the activity’s probable impact including its cumulative impacts on the public
interest. The decision will reflect the naticnal concern for both protection
and utilization of important rescurces. The benefits which reasonably may ke
expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the work will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are
conservation, eccnomics, aesthetics, general envirocnmental concerns, wetlands,
cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floocd plain values,
land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreatfion, water supply
and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, foed and fiber
production, mineral needs and welfare of the people. A Department of the Army
permit will be granted unless the District Engineer determines that it would
ke contrary to the public interest. It should be further noted that
Department of the Army regulations found at 33 CFR 322.5 include special
policies for the review of artificial reef applications. As a part of these
special peolicieg, the District Engineer will evaluate the project with respect
to the National Artificial Reef Plan developed pursuant to Section 204 of the
National Fishing Enhancement Act of 1984. The National Artificial Reef Plan
wag published by the National Marine Fisheries Service in 1985.

The Corps of Engineers isg soliciting comments from the public; Federal,
State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested
parties in ordexr to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be conszidered by the Corps of Engineers
to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to agsess impacts on
endangered gpecies, historic properties, water quality, general environmental
- effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Envirommental
Impact Statement pursuant to the Naticnal Environmental Policy Act. Comments
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the
overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Commenteg on the proposed work should be gubmitted, in writing, within 30
days to the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia
District, Wanamaker Building, 1060 Penn Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19107-3390. This would include comments relating to all fifteen (15)
artificial reef sites between Sandy Hook and Cape May.

Review of the National Register of Historic Places indicates that no
registered properties or propertieg listed as eligible for inclusion therein
are located within the permit area of the work. The 14 existing artificial
reef sites were previously examined for the presence of potential marine
archaeological resources. The location of the 14 existing sites would not
change with this application and authorization. A recent investigation of the
proposed Townsend’s Inlet reef site was conducted utilizing side scan gonaxr
and marine magnetometer. Thie investigation identified a small number of
potential resource sites. However, the applicant has stated that these
specific sites would be avoided as reef deployment sites.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended
by the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 19%6 (Public Law 104-267), reguires all
Federal agencieg to consult with the National Marine Figheries Service on all
actions, or proposed acticons, permitted, funded or undertaken by the agency
that may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). The "Guide to
Essential Fish Habitat Designations in the Northeastern United States, Volume
IV: New Jersey and Delaware" dated March 19%3% (pages 5, 15, 16, 26, 34, 42,
54, 55, 64, 73, and 76) has identified essential fish habitat for a number of
species in various life stages that could be found within the boundaries of
the fifteen artificial reef sites. The purpose of the artificial reef program
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is to enhance fisheries resources. Since this program provides for the
development of hard substrate and structures, it would be a substantial
benefit to the listed species, which rely on these types of habitat. However,
the deployment of artificial reef materials on soft or sandy substrates
eliminates this habitat under the foortprint of the reef structure. This
action reduces the quantity of sandy substrate habitat for those species that
rely on this type of habitat. By definition, this action would be defined by
the National Marine Fisheries Service as an adverse effect. Accordingly, it
is concluded that the artificial reef development activifies would have an
adverse effect on the essential fish habitat for the folldwing species: summer
flounder, winter flounder, windawpane flounder, surf.clams, ogean quahog,
clearnose skate, little skate, and winter skate. However, it is also
recognized that the species described for sandy substrates can alsc benefit
from artificial reef structures. Many of the prey species that these target
species rely on are dependent on structures and hard substrate. The enhanced
habitat value for the bhait species would enhance the foraging opportunities in
the vicinity of the reef structures. It is further noted that the reef
structures are developed in a patchwork pattern. This serves to maximize the
interface between the various habitats. Further, juveniles of the species
listed above would have enhanced refuge cpportunities in and around the reef
structures. As such, the artificial reef structures would have only a minor
adverse effect on the essential fish habitat of these species. This
determination must be coordinated with the National Marine Fisherieg Service,
which may result in additional conservation recommendations.

. In accordance with Section 307{c} of the Coastal Zone Management Act of
1972, applicants for Federal Licensesg or Permits to conduct an activity
-affecting. land or water uses in a State’s coastal zone must provide
certification that the activity complies with the State’s Coastal Zone
Management Program. The applicant has stated that the proposed activity
complies with and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the
approved State Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program. No permit will be
issued until the State has concurred with the applicant’s certification or has
waived its right to do sc¢. Comments concerning the impact of the proposed
activity on the State’s coastal zone should be sent to this office, with a
copy to the State’s Office of Coastal Zone Management.

In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a Water Quality
Certificate is necessary from the State government in which the work is
located. Comments concerning the work described above which relate to Water
Quality considerations sheould be sent to this office with a copy to the State.

The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on the public
interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, ¥.8. Enviroamental Protection Agency, under authority of
Section 404 (k) of the Clean Water Act.

Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer, within the
comment period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to
consider this application. Requests for a public hearing shall state in
writing, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.
Additional information concerning this permit appllcatlon _may be obtained by
calling Mr. Edward Bonner at {(215) 656-5932 or writing t ce at the
above address.
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NW Cornmer: 33°16713° F4°16 11~
SE Cerner: 39°13756" 74711148
SW Cornar: 39°13718* Tq°127 42"

Boundaries Loran { Cocrdinates

RE Corner: 26521x 42976y
MW Corner: 26826x 42968y
5B Corner: 268B392x 42946y
SW Corners 26B97x 42938y

.53 Sguare Nautical Miles

§ 12.2 NM off Atlantic City, N.J.
-Distance to Nearest Sea Line: 38 nM

.Pistance to Hearest Telephone Cable:

Clearance Requirement: 50 Feet above MLW
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Existing Qcean C ."“r Artificial Reef

.
‘ .
_\)ﬁ Boundaries Latitude Longitude

x NE Corner 38°10745~ 74°32727~
e NW Corner 39%°11/06" 74°32¢51~
SE Corner 239°09724% 74°34737~
SW Corner 35°097497 74°34r58~”

| 4.5 Nautical Miles off Ocean City, N.J.
» L JClearance Requirement: 50 feet above MLW
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Boundaries Loran C Coordinates

NE Corner 27014.5x 42906.5y
NW Corner 27017.5x 42%10.5y
SE Corner 27025.5x 42882.5y
SW Corner 27027.5x 428%86.5y
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_ Wildwood Reef Site
Boundaries Lattitude Longitude
NE Corner  38°57'51" 74°39'42”
NW Corner 38°58°48" 74°40°54%
sE Corner 38°56°35” 74°41°24”
SW Corner 38°57°33” 174°42°36"

Afear . 2.13 Square Nautical Miles

4.4 N off Wildwood, N.J. :
Distance to Nearest Sea Lane: 7.3 NM
Distance to Nearest Telephone Cable: 33 NM
Clearance Reguirement: 30 Feet above MLW
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Exigting Cape May Artificial Reef

Boundaries

NE Corner
KW Corner
SE Corndr
2H Cozner

g Clearance Requirzemant:
5 : N

Latituds

3953127
38%537 58~
3B°50° 044
30°507 407

garest 4.4 3quare Wautical Miles

"R 0.5 Nautical Milaes off Wildwood, N.J.
HDistance to Nearast Sea Lane:
¥ Distance to Nearsst Telsphone Cable:
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Boundaries Loran € Ceordinates
' NE Corner:  270%8x 42713y
0.8 NM NW Cornar: 27026x 42718y ,
32.2 N SE Corner: 27027 42674y : o
30 Feet above MLW 3% Coxner! 27034 42678y 48
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. S & NE Corner 38°55'00% 74°10730%
H < PoF NW Corner 38°S9700% 74°11+30~ 05
[] SE Corner 38°58'00% 74%*10¢ 3q7
I SW Corner 38°S58700% 974°117 307
H Arear 0.72 Square Nautical Miles
s 25.1 WM off Avalon, N.J, )
"l Distance to Neazest Sea Lane: 20,4 NM
x Distance to Nearest Telephone Cable: 5.8 i
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Existing Deepwater Reef Site

Boundaries Loran o Coordinates
NE Corner: 268%56.%x 42795, 5y
NW Corner: 26862.6x 43786, 1y
SE Cornerz: 26654\ 7x 42775.8y
SW Cornexr: 26860,f8x 42715, 4y
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Proposed Townsends

Inlet Reef Site
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Corner  Latitude  Longitude Maximum Nautical Miles "
[1] i} . fends ’ . BRI
NE 39%06.70° 74736.00" Reef Site Statistics ° 0.00 050 = 1.0 160 2.00
0 , o Area = 0.52 NM 2 _
NWo s9%s70r  74aTS0 Distance Offshore = 3.8 NM » N.J. Department.
SE 190625  74%36.00 . Nearest Sea Lane = 29.1 NM Environmental Protection
’ e Nearest Cable = 19.0 NM ,
SW  30%6.25  74%37.60 a5 |
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