
US Army Corps 
of Engineers Baltin~ore 
and New York District 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
In Reply to Application Number CENAB-OP-RPA(LEIDY TO LONG ISLAND EXPANSION 
PROJECT)06-02008-12 and 2006-00552-J1 

Comment Period: June 12.2006 to Julv 12. 2006 

THF PURPOSE OF 1-HIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS TO 5131 11-17 IUhlMLNTS FROM 'THE PUBI.IC REGARDING THE WORK 1)ESCRIBED BELOW. NO 

nFC'ISION HAS BEEN I\IADE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT .i PERhllT 'XI1 L Rt ISSUED A7 THIS 1-IME. 

T h e  Baltimore and Xew York D i s t r i c t s  ha;ie :eciived an application f o r  a Department r,f the  A m y  permit pnrsuant t o  
Section 4 C 4  of tl?e C l e a n  Water Act l i i  U.S.C. 1 3 4 4 )  and Sec t ion  l o  of t h e  P.i-,ers ar.6 Harbor Act ;a described 

APPLICANT: 

TRANSCO -Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line 
2800 Post Oak Boule-fard 
Houston, TX 77056 

INTRODUCTION: The Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Corporation (Transco) has submitted a 
Department of the Army permit request. Transco's project, referred to as the Leidy to 
Long Island Expansion Project would consist of the following: 1) Installation of 
approximately 3.4 miles of new 42-inch diameter pipe in Lycoming County, Pennsyliania 
(Hughesville Loop). 2) Installation of approximately 5.23 miles of new 42-inch-diameter 
pipe in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania (Berwick Loop). 3). Installation of approximately 
3.5 miles of new 42-inch diameter pipe in Somerset County, New Jersey (Neshanic Loop). 
4) Uprate and pipe replacement of approximately 2.45 miles of existing 42-inch diameter 
pipe in Middlesex County, New Jersey (Morgan Replacement). 5) Construction of a new 
electric compressor station in Middlesex County, New Jersey (Compressor Station 207) 
6) Upgrades within the existing Long Beach Meter Station located in New York and the 
Delaware River Regulator Station in Northhampton County, Pennsylvania. 7) Uprate the 
existing 42-inch Lower New York Bay Mainline C and the 26-inch Lower New York Bay 
Extension from a maximum allowable operating pressure (MAOP) of 800 pounds per square 
inch gauge (psig) to 960 psig. 

This Public Notice will describe impacts only associated with Waters of the United 
States, including jurisdictional wetlands, under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. In the State of New Jersey the Corps Section 404 Permit Program has 
been assumed by the State of New Jersey. 

The applicants stated purpose is to provide 100 million cubic feet per day of primary 
firm capacity through the addition of looping and compression along Transco's existing 
system. The project -,dould help meet the growing demand for natural gas in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, New York, and the New York City Boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens. 

GENERAL PROIECT INFORMATION 

Installation of the new 42-inch-diameter pipeline loops would generally require the use 
of an 85-foot-wide construction right-of-way (ROW), which t-nically would coxprise 50 
feet on the working side of the ROW and 3 5  feet on the soil storage side of the RON. 

P!here the proposed pipeline loop is located adjacent to existing Transco pipelines, a 
variety of additional space would be added to the existing permanent ROW. On the 
Hughesville loop, an additional 40 feet of new permanent ROW would be added to the 
existing ROW. On the Berwick Loop, an additional ii feet of new permanent ROW would be 
added to the existing ROW. In areas where the Neshanic Loop parallels the existing 



Transco Mainline B, an additional 35 feet would be added to the existing ROW. Along the 
Neshanic Loop, where the new pipeline does not parallel the existing pipeline, the 
permanent ROW would be 50 feet wide. Along the Morgan Replacement where the new pipe 
would be installed in the same location as the existing pipe, no additional permanent 
easement will be needed. Where the new replacement sections would be installed adjacent 
to the existing pipeline, new permanent easements ranging between 20 and 50 feet in 
width would be required. 

To cross the waterways Transco proposes to use the Open Cut (wet crossing) or a dry 
crossing method. The open cut method involves the use of a backhoe or dragline to 
excavate the trench across the waterbody. This method is sometimes referred to the wet 
method because water can flow through the construction area during trenching 
activities. The equipment used to dig the trench would work from the stream banks, or 
by straddling the trenchline where the width of the waterbody prohibits excavations 
solely from the banks. With the dry crossing construction method, stream flow may be 
channeled into one or multiple flume pipes to con,iey water across the trench and 
maintain downstream flow, or a dam and pump arrangement may be utilized to convey the 
stream water around the construction area. The trench would be excavaced from under the 
flume pipe, the pipeline would be threaded under the flume, and the tsench would be 
backfilled. Transco would complete strearbed and bank stabilization before removing the 
flume pipe to restore natural downstream flow. 

PRO.IECT LOC4 TIOIVS AND IhIPP1 CTS 

Hughesville Loop T h e  proposed 3.41 mile long Hughesville Loop begins at milepost (MP! 
131.19 and is a continuation of Transco's existing 42-inch diameter Leidy Line D in 
Lycoming County, Pennsylvania. The proposed loop parallels the north side of the 
existing Leidy Line A for its entire length, acd terminates at MP 134.60 of Transco's 
Leidy Line D. The existing launcher/receiver assembly currently at MP 134.57 would be 
relocated to MP 131.19 at the eastern terminus of the new loop. A single hot-tap 
interconnection would be made at the eastern terminus of the loop. The new piping 
facilities would also include foundations and piping supports, as well as fencing and 
crushed stone ground cover. The existing single hot-tap at MP 134.60 would be capped 
and abandoned in place, along with the existing manual operator. The fenced area and 
crushed stone ground cover at the abandoned hot tap location would remain in place to 
protect the aboveground equipment. 

The construction and operation of the proposed Hughesville loop oftemporary impact to 
emergent wetlands and 0.27 acres of temporary impact to forested wetlands. Permanent 
wetland impacts include 0.076 acre of forested wetland. Temporary impacts are a result 
will result in 0.62 acres of wetland impacts (See Attachment #2j. Of these impacts the 
following are temporary, 0.28 acres of construction right-of-way (ROW), staging area, 
and extra workspace, while permanent impacts are a result of the operation of a new 
permanent ROW (calculationsbased on a 30-foot maintained ROW). Permanent forest impacts 
consist of the clearing of wetland forest, which will be maintained as emergent and 
scrub-shrub wetland for the life of the project. This project will not result in arf 
net-loss of wetlands from fill, only the net loss of habitat types, i.e. forested to 
scrub-shrub. The Hughes.iille Loop will temporarily impact 157 llnear feet of stream 
(0.41 acre). Of the 12 surface water bodies tra-iersed by the Hughesville Loop, Transco 
is proposing to use the dry cut method for nine of the crossings while two will be wet 
crossings and the remaining consists of an equipment crossing. Transco proposes to 
mitigate for the permanent conversion of 0.075 acres of forested wetlands to emergent 
through the use of preservation. Transco has identified suitable sites where the 
landowner is willing to accept monetary .ralue for property with a forested wetland 
component in exchange for allowing a conservation easement on the property in order to 
protect and preserve the wetland. 

Berwick Loop -The proposed 5.25 mile long Berwick Loop begins at MP 28.02 and is 
continuation of Transco's existing 42-inch diameter Leidy Line D in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. The proposed loop parallels the north side of the existing Leidy Line C 
for its entire length and terminates at MP 33.27 of the existing Lei&] Line D. The 
existing launcher/receiver currently at MP 33.25 would be relocated to MP 28.02 at the 
eastern terminus of the loop. A single h o t  tap interconnection would be made at the 
terminus of the loop. New piping facilities would also include foundations and pipe 
supports, as well as fencing and crushed stone cover. The existing single hot-tap at MP 
33.25 would be capped and abandoned in place along with the existing manual operator. 
The fenced area and crushed stone ground cover would be reduced to the minimum area 
required to protect the abo.ieground equipment (about 0.005 acre). The zrea formerly 
within the fence-line of the existing launcher/receiver assembly site would be 
revegetated. 

The conscruccion and operation of che proposed Berwick Loop wiil result in 8.41 acres 
of wetland impacts. Of these impacts the following are temporary, 6.16 acres of 
temporary impact to emergent ,wetlands, 1.92 acres of temporary impact to scrub-shrub 
wetlands, and 0.32 acres of temporzry impact to forested wetlands. Permanent wetland 
impacts include 0.01 acres of forested wetland. Temporary impacts are a result of 



construction right-of-way (ROW), staging, and extra workspace, while permanent impacts 
are a result of the operation of a new permanent ROW calculations based on a 30-foot 
maintained ROW). Permanent forest impacts consist of the clearing of wetland forest, 
which will be maintained as emerqent and scrub-shrub wetland for the life of the 
project. This project will not result in any net-loss of wetlands from fill, only the 
net loss of habitat types, ie. forested to scrub-shrub. This section of pipeline will 
temporarily impact 819 linear feet (0.66 acre) of stream channel. Of the twelve surface 
water bodies traversed by the proposed Berwick loop, Transco is proposing the use of 
the dry cut method for all of them. Transco proposes to mitigate for all permanent 
conversion of 0.01 acres of forested wetlands to emerqent through the use of 
preservation. Transco has identified suitable sites where the 1ando.mer is willing to 
accept monetary value for property with a forested wetland component in exchange for 
allowing a conservation easement on the property in order to protect and preserve the 
wetland. 

Neshanic Loop T h e  proposed 3.23 mile long Neshanic Loop begins at MP 1786.55 of 
Transco's existing 36 inch diameter Princeton Junction Lateral in Somerset County, New 
Jersey. The proposed loop would terminate at MP 1789.78 of the existing Mainline B. 

The construction and operation of the proposed Neshanic Loop will not impact any U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers jurisdictional wetlands. The South Branch of Raritan River is 
the only Corps regulated waterway in this loop. The width of the river at the point of 
the crossing is approximately 180 feet. The proposed construction method for the 
crossing is a dry crossing using an open cut by dam and pump. All other impacts to 
waters and wetlands will be evaluated and permitted by the State of New Jersey. 

Morqan Replacement T h e  replacement entails replacement/relocation of five sections of 
Transco's existing 42-inch diameter Lower New York Bay Mainline C, downstream of the 
proposed compressor station. 

The construction and operation of the proposed Morgan Replacement project will 
temporarily impact 1.18 acre of Corps regulated wetlands; one Estuarine Emergent 
wetland (0.51 acre), one palustrine Emergent wetland (0.4 acre), and one 
Estuarine/~alustrine Emergent wetland (0.27 acre). There are two Corps regulated water 
bodies (a Tributary to Crossway Creek is 30 foot wide at the point of the crossing and 
the mainstem which is 15 foot wide at the point of the crossing). The tributary will be 
crossed using a dry crossing method of open cut dam & pump. The mainstem will be 
crossed using an open cut wet trench. All other impacts to waters and wetlands will be 
evaluated and permitted by the State of New Jersey. 

Compressor Station 207 T h e  proposed project includes construction of a new 10,000 
horsepower (hp) electric motor driven, unmanned compressor station (Compressor Station 
207) on Block 5001, Lot 13.13, Old Bridge Township, Middlesex County, New Jersey. 

The construction and operation of the Compressor Station will not impact any Corps 
regulated waters or wetlands. 

Modifications at the existing Delaware River regulator Station, in Northhampton County, 
Pennsylvania, the existing Long Beach Meter Station in Nassau County, New York and 
uprating the existing 42inch diameter Lower New York Bay mainline C and the 26 inch 
diameter Lower New York Bay Extension from 800 psig to 960 psig will not impact any 
Corps regulated waters or wetlands. 

fill work will be completed in accordance with the enclosed/or submitted plan(s). If you 
have any general questions or questions pertaining to impacts in Pennsylvania please 
contact Mr. Michael Dombroskie at 1814) 235-0571. or bv E-mail at: 
mike.dombroskie(3usace.army.mil. 
If you have any questions concerning impacts to Corps re ulated areas in New Jersey or 
New York please contact Mr. Michael Vissichelli at (917)?90-8520, or by e-mail at: 
M~chael.g.v~ss~chell1@usace.armyY~.11. 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts includin cumulative lmpacts of the pro osed activity on the ~ublic ~nterest. 
That dekision wily reflect the national concern For both protection and utllizatlon of 
important resources. The benefit, which reasonable may be expected,to accrue from the 
proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors, 
whlch ma be relevant to the proposal will be considered, Including -he cumulative 
effects ?hereof; among t hose are conservation economics aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, flood plain values, land use,,navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, 
recreation, water supply and conservatlon, water quallt ener y needs, safety, food 
production, and, in general, the needs and welfare of tx& peopye. 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and 
local agencies and officials. Indian Tribes; and other,lnterested partles in order to 
consider and evaluate the imeacts of this proposed actlvlty. Any comments received will 
be considered by the Corps oi En ineers to determine whether to issue, modify, 
condition or deny a permlt for tzis proposal. To make this decision, comments are used 
to assess im acts on endangered s ecles historic properties, water quality, general environments? effect?, and the otter public interest factors listed above. Comments are 
used in the preparatlon of an Envlronmental Assessment and/or an Envlronmental Imaact 
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are,also uskd to 
determine the need for a public hearlng and to determine the overall publlc interest of 



Pxrsuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  7 o f t h e  Endange redSpec ie s  Act (16 U.S.C.15311,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  
En i n e e r  i s  c o ? s u l t i n g  w l t h  t h e  appropriate f e d e r a l  agency t o  d e t e n n i n e  t h e  presence  of 
a d  p o t e n t i a l  impacts  t o  l l s t e d  s p e c l e s  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a  o r  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  h a b i c a t .  

The MagnusonISteve?s F i s h e r y  Conse rva t i cn  and mana enent  Act ,  as amended by t h e  
S u s t a i n a b i e  r l s h e r i e s  A = t ~  o r 1 9 9 6  116 U.S.C. 1 8 5 5 ( % ) ,  r e q u l r e s  a l l  f e d e r a l  agenc ie s  t3 
c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  NO= F r s n e r l e s  s e r v i c e  (NFS) on a l l  a c t l o n s ,  o r  p r o  osed  a c t l o n s ,  
e e r n i t t e d ,  funded, sr underraken by t h e  agency. t h a t  may a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  e s s e n t i a l  
r l s h  h a b i t a t  I E F H , .  Cor.sul:aticn.wit$ NTS r e g a r d m  EFH i n p a c t s  and conserva txpn 
reconmendations i s  berng c o n d u c ~ e c  a n c  w.11 be concyuded pr;or t o  t h e  f l n a l  d e c l s i a a .  

a a s e d  npon a review of t h e  l a t e s t  pub l i shed  v e r s i o n  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of 
H i s t o r l c  P l a c e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no knmr: s i t e s  e l i g i b l e  f o r ,  c r  i nc luded  i n ,  t h e  R e g i s t e r  
w i t h l n  t h e  permi t  a r e a .  P r n s r n t l y  cnk".o.own a r c n e o l o  i c a l ,  Q c r e n t i f  i c ,  p r e h i s t o r i c a l ,  o r  
h i s t o r l c a i  c a m  nay be l o s t  by work acconp l i shed  un8er t h e L r e W i r e d  p e r m i t .  

The a g p l i c a c t  i s  ,,red t o  o b t a i n  a water  l a l i t  c e r c i f i c z t i o n  i n  accordance  w l t h  
S e c t l o n . 4 0 1  of thge?iian w a t e r  P.ct from t h e  q n n s y y v a q i a  De ar t rnent  of E n v l r o m n c a l  
P r o r e c T ~ o n  t h r m  h t h e  ; ssuance  o f  a Sect ior .  ,O5 e rmr t  sr ghrouoh d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  
to t h e  Regional  8 i f i c e  i n  !he a r e a  of t he  p r o  oses p r o j e c t .  The S e c t i o n  401 c e r t i f y i n g  
agency h a s  a s t a t u t o r y  l ln l t  of one  Year i n  wgich t o  make i t s  decisior . .  

'rhe a p p l i c a n t  must o b t a i n  any S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  g o v e r m e n t  perrr , i ts  which may be r e q u i r e d  

I t  is r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  you co.m.unjcate t h i s  i n fo rma t joq  conce rn ing  rh? p r o  osed  work ;o 
o e r s o n s  Kno.m, by you t o  be l n t e r e s t e o  a n s  n o t  oe lng  know, t o  tn;s o fB ice ,  who did %? k e c e i v e  a copy of t h i s  n o t i c e .  

, / 

C h i e f ,  Easte-ln P e r m i t s  S e c t i o n  











Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Corpdralion - Transco 
Leidy lo Long Island Pmjecl - Hughesville Loop 

PADEP Join1 Permit Application 

Milepost Localloll 
Ciirnpor!e~~l ~ O I I ! P ~ ~ P X I ~ )  ; I 



Transcontinenlal Gas Pipe Line Corb,ralion - Transco 

Leidy lo Long Island Pmjecl-- HughesviNe Loop 
PADEP Join1 Permil Application 

~. ~ -..- :~~ ~~=.=,-.==*L.~,L,~ --:=--." a .- &----a-~::x-.s..~~~:? .-*.. -..w---.LT-w...-..--- =.=a=.-- -.---m~&c~:z--.. .;~ 

'NEI LP,NLIS CROSSFID LIY I'i-IE t7R0POSEI) I..ElI)Y 1.0 LONG ISLANU PROJECT - HLJGI~IESVILI E I OOP 

1 Wetland Fo~cslerj  Wztla~irl rIls!nrbnr!i:c ! \r~ctland Crosr.ln!j 
Wsllniid (PEMj (acres) Total Wetiand 

Mllcpos! Localiorl Length / Iile~-lifi~:alion C.lassi!irnliorr D is t~~rha~ icc  T~~~~~~~~~~ [> ,sk~r t~~ t ,co  
I (iuut) " 

(acres) '. 1 

Footnotes: 
Crossing disterees are calculated based on lhs widest portioll of the permanenl HOW that is [ravened by lhe proposed route. 

PEM wetland disturbance cansists of temporary impacts as a result 01 construclion and operalbn of the pipeline, 
Temmrarv loresled weUand imoack are a result of the conswction ROW and temoorarv worksoace. These areas will be allowed to reveuetale and will not be maintained 

~ v~ , . . 
'Permanent forested wetland impacls are a result of the new 30-foot penanent ROW that wll be maintained for the life of the pipcline 







Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Corpwation 
Waterfront Development Portion of Section 4 of the Morgan Replacement & the Neshanic Loop Project 

USACE ENG Fwm 4345 

I Middiesex I I 0.4 
51.29-17.32 1 / VI-ti;%-109 ?EM I 

/ County, NJ I 1 Middlesex i 1 i7.57-77 63 Yi'-LfR-I 70 
County. NJ 

1 EEL? i 

1 Morgan Replacement Total Impacts I ' I 
Notes: 
a1 - There are m wellands vithin USACE Jurisdiction crossed by !h Neshanic Lwp 
b l -  Per Cowardin et al, 1979: PEM = Palustrine Ernwgenl WeUand; EEM = Esluarine ErnergenlWetlar.4 
c/ - All irnpack are in aues 






