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Corps involved in
ecosystem project

New York District is funding the Frost Valley
YMCA Model Forest project in upstate New york. Sev-
eral ecosystem research projects are being conducted
in the forest that are investigating a host of different
things regarding water quality and timber harvesting.
The SUNY College of Environmental Science and For-
estry in cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey
have set up a weir in the forest. It’s collecting data on
the nitrate levels, temperature, sediment loads, and
macroinvertebrate levels before, during and after tim-
ber harvesting. This provides scientists an idea of the
impact harvesting has on water flowing through the
forest.

In 1998, under the Corps’ New York City Wa-
tershed Environmental Assistance Program, the Frost
Valley YMCA was chosen to be one of several water-
shed locations to host a model forest or a “living class-
room” to serve two purposes – to educate forestland
owners about how to implement voluntary practices
to prevent non-point source pollution during timber
harvests and to keep forests working through man-
agement and sustainable harvesting so that people can
afford to pay their taxes and hold large tracks of land.

The model forest officially opened in the fall
Along the road, students read educational signs and pan-
els, visit kiosks and witness demonstrations.

of 2003 and it’s continuing to be developed by a team
of specialists from various agencies including the
Watershed Agriculture Council, the project’s manager,
Frost Valley YMCA, SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry, USDA Forest Service, U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, New York City Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, Catskill Forest Associa-
tion, Cornell Cooperative Extension and is being
funded by the Corps’ New York District.

The model forest educates landowners, forest-
ers, timber harvesters, and students regarding tech-
niques that will help them to responsibly manage
forested lands without degrading the habitat or wa-
ter quality.

By JoAnne Castagna, Ed. D.

Ground was broken in June for construction
of a new multi-functional laboratory in Picatinny,
Dover, N.J. New York District will oversee the project
which is expected to be completed in 2007.

The facility will consist of 17 different build-
ings of different sizes that will replace 34 existing
buildings. The laboratory will support exploratory
and advanced research and development.

District to oversee new
Picatinny project
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Congratulations to the New York
District 2004 softball team that made
the  playoffs after finishing the regular
season at 10-2.
2004 Team
Frank Verga, Coach
Freddy Bilbao
Stephen DiBari
John Downing
James Haggerty
Lenny Houston
Cliff Jones
John O’Connor
Brian Orzel
Ronald Pinzon
Franklin Rodriguez

Peter Weppler
Howard Ruben
Anthony Schiano
Paul Sabalis
Jason Shea
Keven Smyth
Genaro Perez
Juan Pineiro
Ed Wrocenski

District 2004 softball team
finishes season 10-2


