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Historic bridge trusses available

The Army Corps of Engineers has a bridge for you.

Actually, the Corps’ New York District has parts of a historic bridge available
free to the right “buyer.”

The bridge is the Doty Road Bridge crossing the Ramapo River in Oakland,
Bergen County, N.J. The bridge is being removed as part of the Ramapo River
Flood Protection Project because the bridge is an obstruction during floods.

The Doty Road Bridge is a 5-panel, wrought iron, Pratt pony truss bridge that
has Phoenix column upper chord sections supported on stone abutments that have
been refaced with concrete. The single-span structure is 80 feet long and one lane
wide.

The bridge was erected in 1891 by Dean and Westbrook, highway bridge
agents for the Phoenix Bridge Co., and was determined eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1989. The structure was condemned in 1983.
Though a removable Bailey bridge was inserted a year later to bear the traffic load,
the substructure is no longer sound.

Because of the deterioration of the deck and substructure, only the trusses
are available for reuse (the Corps will remove the Bailey bridge for use elsewhere).
The historic trusses may be used as an aesthetic addition to a new bridge in an
appropriate location. The Phoenix columns comprising the upper chord of the
trusses are a unique feature. The columns on the Doty Road Bridge are made of
four wrought iron segments, flanged and riveted together to form a hollow circular
column.
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The cost to relocate the bridge will vary depending on things like conditions at
the relocation site and applicable state regulations. The bridge may contain lead
paint. The Corps may be able to provide limited assistance to the recipient. A
preservation covenant may be required.

The trusses are expected to be available for removal by summer.

To receive a complete marketing package, contact Lynn Rakos, project
archeologist, by phone at (212) 264-0229, by e-mail at[rakos@usace.army.mil, or by
regular mail to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District, ATTN: CENAN-
PL-EA, L. Rakos, 26 Federal Plaza, New York, NY 10278.
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