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Surpasses Expectations

Corps Interim Project at Westhampton prepares for 1st Renourishment

NEW YORK -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in conjunction with the State of
New York,  is preparing plans and specifications to renourish the beach for the Westhampton
Interim Project this fall.  The plans call for beach replenishment within the existing groins
extending to Cupsogue County Park.  Project advertisements for the job should appear in the
Commerce Business Daily this June.

The Westhampton Interim Project was initially constructed in 1996 to provide a limited
degree of protection for the south shore of Long Island until the results of a comprehensive
reformulation study were available.  The plan includes maintenance of a protective dune with
periodic beach replenishment every three years for 30 years, based on actual need.  Based on
the coastal monitoring of the project, it appears that the project has performed better than
expected, and beachfill was not required in 1999 as originally planned.  Additionally, the
volume of sand initially called for to renourish the project area is less than projected.  Coastal
monitoring of the project will continue throughout the project s 30-year life.

Another indicator of the success of the Westhampton Interim Project is the comeback of
the Federally threatened and endangered piping plover.  Since the project started, there has
been an increase in piping plovers in the project area from approximately 19 pairs in 1995 to
about 33 pairs in 1999.  More impressive is the increase in the amount of piping plover
chicks that fledged; from about nine in 1995 to 72 in 1999.  Under the watchful eyes of the
Corps, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New York State, and the Village of Westhampton
Dunes, the piping plover population has been given a new beach and a nurturing
environment. Environmental monitoring within the project area is expected to continue for
the life of the project.
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Another factor contributing to the success of this project is the increase in public access.
As a result of the project, the beaches in the project area are open to the public.  There are
seven public dune crossovers, the largest of which was just completed at Pike s Beach under
the jurisdiction of the Town of Southhampton.  The town is finishing construction of the
parking lot and facilities to accommodate public visitation.   Additionally, with the protection
of the barrier island, the beaches at Cupsogue County Park remain publicly accessible via
Dune Road.
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