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New York  — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District and the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) will begin construction on a flood control project in the Ramapo
River, Oakland, NJ region in April 2001.  The three-phased project is expected to save the community
millions in potential flood damages.

The project will provide much needed flood control relief to the communities along the Ramapo
River in the Boroughs of Oakland and Pompton Lakes, and the Township of Wayne, New Jersey. “We
have estimated that if a 100-year storm event were to occur in this area right now, approximately 350
structures would sustain damage, resulting in approximately $12 million in damage costs,” said John
O’Connor, project manager.  In Sept. 1999, tropical storm Floyd wreaked havoc to the area.

“The Oakland community has a history of severe flood damage caused by the backwater effect
produced by the Pompton Lake Dam, the hydraulic constrictions produced by bridges crossing the
Ramapo River, and insufficient channel capacity,” said O’Connor.

The first phase begins in April and includes widening and deepening  the existing Ramapo
River with the removal and preservation of the Doty Road Bridge.  Rencor Inc., located in Somerville,
New Jersey has been contracted by the Corps to complete the first phase at a cost of $4.2 million.  The
projected completion date for the first phase is August 2002.

The second and third phases will begin in the spring of 2002 and include the installation of flood
control gates at the Pompton Lake Dam and the creation of wetlands in Potash Lake.
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