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DESCRIPTION: Preliminary Engineering and Design work in FY 04 for the Patchogue River (PR) of the Great
South Bay Federal Channel for possible dredging with upland placement in FY 05.

AUTHORIZATION: The Federally improved channel was authorized by the Rivers and Harbors Act of 13
June 1902 and modified in 1970. The original project provides for a navigation channel 10 feet deep, 200 feet
wide from Fire Island Inlet to the Central Basin in Great South Bay opposite Patchogue, thence 100 feet wide to
mile 18.9 in the Patchogue River with aturning basin at the upper end at a depth of 11 feet, thence 8 feet deep
to the upstream limit of the projects. The length of this project is approximately 19.1 miles and includes a stone
jetty 1,700 feet long on the west side of the Patchogue River. A reconnaissance report on Operations and
Maintenance prepared in July 1979 concluded that no maintenance dredging is justified below 8 feet miw for
the entire channel length. The project was only 55% compl ete as of 1986.

STATUS: A condition survey of the Patchogue River was performed in March 04. Environmental coordination
and the preparation of the plans and specifications are ongoing. Contingent on timely availability of funding and
of a State approved disposal and dewatering site, dredging could occur in FY 05. Maintenance dredging of the
Patchogue River was last performed in 19609.

A condition survey of the Great South Bay was performed in January/February 04. Maintenance
dredging of the Federal channel at Great South Bay was last performed in 1992 when approximately 120,000
cubic yards of material was removed.

A 2003 Patchogue River condition survey revealed a minimum depth of 2.3 feet at the jetty in the Patchogue
River to the upstream limit of the 8 ft. project. Sampling performed in November 1999 indicated that the
proposed dredged material in the Patchogue River is both silty and sandy in places, and would not be suitable
for beach disposal.
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