
 

Jamaica Bay, NY 
 

Federal Navigation Channel  
Maintenance of Infrastructure and Stewardship 

 

FACT SHEET         DECEMBER 2008
DESCRIPTION:  In FY2008/2009, advertise and award the contract for the maintenance dredging of Jamaica 
Bay federal navigation channel. The extent of dredging and placement in FY09 is contingent on available 
federal funding, availability of reprogrammable funds, and designation of the appropriate placement site.  
 
AUTHORIZATION/DESCRIPTION: The Federal Navigation Maintenance Project of Jamaica Bay was 
authorized by the Rivers and Harbors Acts of 1910 and subsequently modified by the Rivers and Harbors Acts 
of 1945 and 1950.  
 
The existing project provides for an entrance channel 20 ft. deep at mean low water, 1000 ft. wide, about 1.7 
miles long and connecting two interior channels with deep water in the Atlantic Ocean, of suitable hydraulic 
dimensions to maintain the present tidal prism in the bay.  
 
COMMERCE: The five-year average annual commercial tonnage at Jamaica Bay Federal Navigation Channel 
is 560,683 tons. Major commodities transported include petroleum and petroleum products, chemicals and sand, 
gravel and stone. 
 
FUNDING: FY2008 funds are used to complete and advertise Plans and Specifications. Advertisement 
occurred in early January 2008 but insufficient funds were available to award. Re-advertisement took place on 
July 29, 2008 and again in October 2008 with a change management plan for placement at the HARS in the 
Atlantic Ocean which was considered to be less costly.  
 
STATUS:  Dredging is expected to be performed between September 15, 2008 and Mar 31, 2009, subject to 
available funds and availability of an appropriate placement site. Should either of these requirements not be 
met, a possible maintenance dredging delay until September 2009 may occur. 
 
In FY05, funds of approximately $2.5M were utilized for the dredging and stockpiling of approximately 
218,000 cubic yards of sand. The contract was awarded to B&B Dredging in Sep 04, with dredging and 
placement/stockpiling on Floyd Bennett Field at Jamaica Bay in Brooklyn, NY commencing in October 04 and 
finishing in March 05. The hopper dredge Atchalfaya performed the work. A Special Use Permit was 
coordinated with the National Park Service (NPS).  
 
 
 
CONTACT:  Joe Olha, Project Manager, (917) 790-8404          
                       mailto:joseph.olha@usace.army.mil 
                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 
                       26 Federa1 Plaza 
                       New York, NY 10278  
                       http://www.nan.usace.army.mil   
                       District Area: NY # 6, 9    


