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DESCRIPTION: Maintenance dredging of the Shinnecock Bay reach of the Long Island Intracoastal 
Waterway in FY03, and initiation of Engineering & Design for future maintenance of the Bellport Bay reach.  
 
AUTHORIZATION/PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Rivers and Harbors Act of August 26, 1937 
authorized the Long Island Intracoastal Waterway Federal Navigation Project. The existing project provides for 
a navigation channel 6 feet deep, 100 feet wide from the Federally improved channel in Great South Bay, 
opposite Patchogue to the south end of Shinnecock Canal, a length of approximately 33.6 miles. 
 
STATUS: Maintenance dredging of the Shinnecock Bay reach of the Long Island Intracoastal Waterway was 
last performed in 1992, with removal of approximately 142,000 cubic yards of material.  
 
A contract to maintain the Shinnecock Bay Reach of the Long Island Intracoastal Waterway has been awarded 
to Gibson and Cushman Dredging Co. of Bay Shore, New York. The contract was awarded on November 7, 
2003 at a cost of $553,220.00. Dredging began on December 8, 2003 and should be completed by the first week 
of January. The contract dredging period is 45 days. Dredging was completed on January 10, 2004 and the total 
volume of material removed was 26,085 cubic yards.    
 
We are currently working with project sponsors to remediate East Inlet Island, which was used as a dredged 
material placement site in FY 2003. The remediation was completed on March 29, 2004. The site was tilled to 
eliminate areas of hard-packed mud and was then be planted with native grassland species. The purpose of this 
project is to restore and enhance habitat for threatened and endangered shorebirds.  
 
Additionally, in fiscal year 2004, we plan to survey the channel and initiate engineering and design for future 
maintenance dredging in the Bellport Bay or Moriches Bay reach of the Long Island Intracoastal Waterway, 
depending upon greater need. 
 
CONTACT:  Joe Olha, Project Manager, (212) 264-5621,                                            
                       mailto:joseph.olha@usace.army.mil 
                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 
                       26 Federal Plaza 
                       New York, NY 10278    
                       http://www.nan.usace.army.mil 
                       District Area: NY # 1 
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