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DESCRIPTION:   Built in the 1930’s, the East River seawall in Queensbridge Park is located in Long Island 
City across the street from the Queensbridge Houses, the largest Federal housing project in the nation.  The 
seawall has been identified by the City of New York as a critical area of concern.  The primary study area is 
located between the Queensboro (59th Street) Bridge and the Keyspan Power Plant in Long Island City and is 
approximately ¼ mile long.  Cracks began to appear in the seawall in 1999. The seawall is now in a severely 
dilapidated condition and threatens the integrity and operation of the NYC Transit/Metropolitan Transit 
Authority’s cathodic protection system, an integral component of the 63rd Street subway tunnel.  The seawall is 
falling into the River, and as it now stands, is an invitation for disaster to the operation of the subway system, 
the city property, and human life.  
 
The 905(b) reconnaissance report will define the problem and identify opportunities and potential solutions, 
determine, on the basis of a preliminary appraisal of Federal interest, costs, benefits, and environmental impacts 
of identified potential solutions, estimate the scope, duration, and costs for the feasibility phase, and assess the 
level of interest and support of the non-Federal partner or sponsors in continued studies.  

AUTHORIZATION: House of Representatives, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Resolution, 
Docket Number 2689, dated May 22, 2002 

STATUS: The District initiated the Reconnaissance Phase in September 2003.  The 905(b) Draft Preliminary 
Analysis Report was completed in February 2004 and is under policy review by HQUSACE. 

 PROJECT COST:  
905 (b) Reconnaissance Study      $ 100,000 

Estimated Feasibility Study Cost      To Be Determined 

           Total       $ 100,000 

 
CONTACT:  P. Lynn Oliva, Project Manager, mail to:  patricia.l.oliva@usace.army.mil, (212) 264-5504 

           U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District  

           26 Federal Plaza, New York, NY 10278 
           http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/ 

             

District Area: NY # 14, Congressional Member:  Carolyn  Maloney 

  


