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New York & New Jersey
US Army Corps Ecosystem Restoration

of Engineerso (Overall Feasibility Study)
New York District

FACT SHEET

DESCRIPTION: The study area is the boundaries of the Port District of New York and New Jersey. This area
includes the Hudson River to Croton Bay, the Upper Bay, the East River, the western end of Long Island
Sound, Newark Bay, the tidal Passaic and Hackensack Rivers, the Kill van Kull, the Arthur Kill, Lower Bay (to
the Rockaway-Sandy Hook transect) and the tidal Raritan River. The study purpose is to identify a project that
will comprehensively restore estuarine, wetland and adjacent upland buffer habitat throughout the region, to the
extent practicable, in keeping with existing port and regional management plans (e.g., EPA’s Comprehensive
Conservation Management Plan, NOAA’s Coastal Zone Management Program, and municipal waterfront
revitalization plans).

Opportunities for habitat restoration will be sought, focusing on large undeveloped, but environmentally
degraded areas of Jamaica Bay, the Hackensack Meadowlands, the Raritan-South River complex, the Raritan
Bay and adjacent shorelines and the NY & NJ sides of the Arthur Kill area. The restoration focus in these areas
will be the selected and careful removal of undesirable fill and phragmites dominated areas on former high-
value tidal wetland and the restoration of tidal flow to enhance fish and wildlife habitat value and water quality
function. Opportunities may exist for shellfish bed restoration, the recontouring of selected areas of the harbor
bottom for the restoration of benthic habitat and water quality, the removal of impairments to fish migration on
tributaries, and the covering of contaminated sediment hot spots with clean sediments. Identification and
implementation of the beneficial use of dredged material for habitat enhancement and restoration from large-
scale port channel deepening projects is another goal.

AUTHORIZATION: House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Resolution
dated 15 April 1999, Docket Number 2596

STATUS: The District’s Reconnaissance Phase commenced January 2000, and submitted its Section 905(b)
WRDA 86 Analysis factsheet to HQ’s, USACE for review and approval in June 2000. HQ approved the fact
sheet in July 2000. The District completed the Project Management Plan (PMP) in May 2001. On 29 June 2001
HQ USACE approved the Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement (FCSA) with the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey (PANYNJ), which was signed 12 July 2001. The Feasibility Study is currently underway. Since
inception the HRE-overall study has spun-off several projects, including HRE-Gowanus, HRE-Hackensack
Meadowlands, HRE-Lower Passaic and HRE-Liberty State Park. Efforts are underway to initiate studies at
Sherman and Newtown Creeks.

STUDY COST:
Estimated Feasibility Federal Cost $ 9,500,000
Estimated Feasibility Non-Federal Cost $ 9,500,000

Total $19,000,000
CONTACT: Mark Lulka, Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District,
Email: mailto:mark.f.lulka@usace.army.mil, (212) 264-1537
26 Federal Plaza, New York, NY 10278, http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/
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NJ  |Honorable Jon Corzine NY  [Honorable Charles E. Schumer
NJ  |Honorable Robert G. Torricelli NY  |Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
NJ-05 |Honorable Marge Roukema NY-03 |Honorable Peter T. King
NJ-06 |Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. NY-04 |Honorable Carolyn McCarthy
NJ-07 |Honorable Mike Ferguson NY-05 [Honorable Gary L. Ackerman
NJ-08 |Honorable William J. Pascrell, Jr. NY-06 [Honorable Gregory W. Meeks
NJ-09 |Honorable Steven R. Rothman NY-07 |Honorable Joseph Crowley
NJ-10 [Honorable Donald M. Payne NY-08 |Honorable Jerrold Nadler
NJ-11 |Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen NY-09 [Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
NJ-12 [Honorable Rush Holt NY-10 |Honorable Edolphus Towns
NJ-13 |Honorable Robert Menendez NY-12 |Honorable Nydia M. Velazquez
NY-13 [Honorable Vito J. Fossella
NY-14 |Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney
NY-15 [|Honorable Charles B. Rangel
NY-16 [Honorable Jose E. Serrano
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NY-18 |Honorable Nita M. Lowey
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NY-20 [Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman
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