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DESCRIPTION:  The Gowanus Creek Canal, constructed in 1881 to accommodate industrial users and 
commercial shippers on the Brooklyn waterfront, extends approx. one mile north of the Hamilton Avenue 
Bridge. The Gowanus Creek Channel is a federal waterway and extends for 0.8 miles northeast from Gowanus 
Bay to the Hamilton Avenue Bridge, but is not federally maintained. The industrial uses in and around the canal 
have resulted in significant deposition of hazardous materials on the bottom, with detrimental changes to 
existing habitat. This material may pose a risk to wildlife, is a nuisance to local residents, and discourages 
private sector investment in the area. Recreational, commercial, and housing opportunities are minimal. 
The feasibility study will assess the environmental problems and recommend solutions in the Gowanus Canal. 
Assessed restoration measures will include environmental dredging, selective dredging and capping of channel 
sediments, contaminant reduction measures, wetland creation, and water quality improvements, such as the 
alteration of hydrology & hydraulics to improve water movement. 
 
AUTHORIZATION: House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Resolution 
dated 15 April 1999, Docket Number 2596. 
 
STATUS: Reconnaissance Phase initiated in Jan 2000; Section 905(b) WRDA 86 analysis fact sheet approved 
by HQUSACE July 2000, recommending a feasibility study. The non-Federal sponsor is the New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP). The FCSA was signed 8 Jan 02. Feasibility phase  
began 1 Feb 02. 
 
Work completed: Benthic and Invertebrate Sampling; Hydrology, Hydraulic and Water Quality Report; 
National Register of Historic Places Review; Upland Site Evaluation; Wetland Creation Evaluation; Sediment 
Quality Evaluation. 
 
Work underway: Alternatives analysis report; sediment transport modeling; EIS/Integrated Feasibility Report. 
Focus is on 312B Environmental Dredging project prior to habitat restoration to insure sustainability.  
 
 
PROJECT COST:   

Estimated Feasibility Federal Cost $2,500,000
Estimated Feasibility NYC DEP Cost $2,500,000
 

Total 
 

$5,000,000
 
CONTACT: Mark Lulka, Project Manager.  E-mail: mark.f.lulka@usace.army.mil   
Phone : (917) 790-8205.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District, 26 Federal Plaza,  
New York, NY 10278-0090 
 
CONGRESSIONAL INFORMATION: NY-12 Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez; NY-11 Rep. Major Owens. 
 


