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DESCRIPTION:  Lake Champlain is 435 square miles in surface area.  The watershed draining into the lake 
covers 8,234 square miles in New York, Vermont and Quebec.  There are 11 major tributaries draining into the lake, 
ranging from 20 miles to 102 miles in stream length.  The study area is defined as the land areas within Addison, 
Bennington, Caledonia, Chittenden, Franklin, Grand Isle, Lamoille, Orange, Orleans, Rutland, and Washington Counties 
in the State of Vermont; the land areas that drain into Lake Champlain and that are located within Essex, Clinton, 
Franklin, Warren, and Washington Counties in the State of New York; and the near-shore areas of Lake Champlain within 
the counties referred to in New York.  The goal of the Lake Champlain Watershed Study is to provide assistance with 
planning, designing and implementing projects that contribute to protection and enhancement of the Lake Champlain 
water quality, water supply, ecosystem and other water related issues; while preserving and enhancing the economic and 
social character of the communities within the watershed.  In June 2004, the US Army Corps of Engineers, New York 
District, prepared a General Management Plan (GMP) with contributions from the Lake Champlain Basin Program, who 
chairs the Lake Champlain Steering Committee. The GMP, which serves as the framework for implementing critical 
restoration projects within the Lake Champlain Watershed was updated in June 2007. 

AUTHORIZATION:  Section 542 of Water Resources Development Act of 2000.   

STATUS:  The first project selected, Lake George Stormwater Improvement Project in the Village of Lake George, NY, 
involved the design and construction of a stormwater features to improve water quality discharges into Lake George. The 
Project Cooperation Agreement was executed with Lake George Village in January 2006. Construction was completed in 
November of 2006.  Other projects chosen for design and/or construction include a phosphorous reduction planning study 
for the Plattsburgh City Water Pollution Control Plant in Plattsburgh, NY (scheduled for December 2008 completion), 
Ausable River restoration in the Town of Keene, NY (PCA executed in April 2008), stream restoration on Potash Brook 
in South Burlington, VT and a storm drain improvement planning study for the City of Burlington, VT.   Future projects 
have been recommended by the Lake Champlain Steering Committee for implementation.  PMP’s for several new projects 
are currently being negotiated with potential local sponsors.  

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:      Program  

Estimated Federal Cost        $38,000,000 
Estimated Non-Federal Cost      $19,000,000 
Total Estimated Cost        $57,000,000 
 
CONTACT:     

Jason Shea, mailto:jason.a.shea@usace.army.mil, 
(917) 790-8727   
Jenifer Thalhauser, mailto: jenifer.e.thalhauser@usace.army.mil , 
(917) 790-8632 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, NY 10278-0090    

  http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/ 
Congressional Districts:  Sen. Sanders (I-VT), Sen. Leahy (D-VT), Sen. Schumer (NY), Sen. Clinton 
(NY), Rep. Welch (D/VT-At Large)), Rep. McHugh (NY-23), and Rep.  Gillibrand (D/NY-20) 
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