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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, NEW YORK DISTRICT 

JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING 
26 FEDERAL PLAZA 

NEW YORK NEW YORK 10278-0090 

 
REPLY TO      May 29, 2020 
ATTENTION OF 

Environmental Analysis Branch 
 
Mr. David Stilwell, Field Office Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
New York Ecological Services Field Office 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY 13045-9385 
 
 
Dear Mr. Stilwell, 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District (District), and the non-federal sponsor, 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation are conducting a feasibility study of 
ecosystem restoration opportunities under the Hudson River Habitat Restoration Feasibility 
Study. This letter is transmitting the District's request for informal consultation under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq) on 
the above referenced project. The District prepared the attached ESA determination and 
assessment for the following species: threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis), endangered Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis), endangered dwarf wedgemussel 
(Alasmidonta heterodon), and threatened small whorled pogonia (Isotria medeoloides). 
 
The District requested information on the presence of the referenced species on December 18, 
2018. The District received a response via the draft Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Report 
(FWCAR) dated July 22, 2019 and the final FWCAR in October 2019. 
 
Please find attached the District’s determination and the project description, which consists of 
the restoration of one mosaic site, the restoration of one shoreline site, and the removal of two 
dams and one sewage pipeline along one creek. 
 
The District determined that the project is "not likely to adversely affect" the federally threatened 
northern long-eared bat, endangered Indiana bat, and endangered dwarf wedgemussel, and will 
have “no affect” on the threatened small whorled pogonia. The District requests that your office 
concur with the above determinations. We thank you for your coordination and cooperation on this 
action. Additional information about the project, including the draft Feasibility Report, is located on 
the Districts website: https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Matthew Voisine, 
Project Biologist at 917.790.8718 or matthew.voisine@usace,army.mil. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Peter Weppler 
Chief, Environmental Analysis Branch 

https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/
mailto:matthew.voisine@usace,army.mil


Endangered Species Act (ESA) determination and assessment for Northern Long-
Eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis), Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis), Dwarf 
Wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon), and Small Whorled Pogonia (Isotria 
medeoloides) 
 
Northern Long-Eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) 
Species Information 
The Northern long-eared bat is a medium-sized bat with a body length of 3 to 3.7 inches 
and a wingspan of 9 to 10 inches. Their fur color can be medium to dark brown on the 
back and tawny to pale-brown on the underside. Its long ears, particularly as compared 
to other bats in its genus, distinguish this bat.  
 
Northern long-eared bats spend winter hibernating in caves and mines, called 
hibernacula. They use areas in various sized caves or mines with constant 
temperatures, high humidity, and no air currents. Within hibernacula, bats are found 
hibernating most often in small crevices or cracks, often with only the nose and ears 
visible. During the summer, northern long-eared bats roost singly or in colonies 
underneath bark, in cavities or in crevices of both live trees and snags (dead trees) 
greater than 3 inches in diameter.  
 
Northern long-eared bats emerge at dusk to feed. They primarily fly through the 
understory of forested areas feeding on moths, flies, leafhoppers, caddisflies, and 
beetles, which they catch while in flight using echolocation or by gleaning motionless 
insects from vegetation. 
 
The northern long-eared bat’s range includes much of the eastern and north central 
United States and all Canadian provinces from the Atlantic Ocean west to the southern 
Yukon Territory and eastern British Columbia. The species’ range includes 37 States 
(including New York) and the District of Columbia. 
 
Species Observations within Hudson River Habitat Restoration Project Area 
The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) did not report any northern long-eared 
bats within the project area. A literature search yielded no reports of northern long-
eared bats within the project area. 
 
Site Specific Observations and Project Actions; Henry Hudson Park, Schodack Island 
State Park, Moodna Creek, New York Project 
There are no known caves or mines within the specific project areas. To avoid impacts 
to bats at the Henry Hudson Park and Schodack Island State Park sites, the District will 
remove trees greater than 3 inches density at breast height (dbh), October 1 – March 31 
or survey for bats prior to tree removal. If bats are observed during the surveys, removal 
will be deferred to October 1 – March 31 or the District will reinitiate consultation with 
USFWS. The District will not remove any trees at the Moodna Creek site. 
 
 
 



 
New York District Determination 
After a full evaluation of the northern long-eared bat life history, habitats in the project 
area, and proposed project activities, the District determined that the implementation of 
the proposed activities are “not likely to adversely affect” northern long-eared bats. 
 
Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) 
Species Information 
The Indiana bat is a medium-sized bat, that closely resembles the little brown bat 
(Myotis lucifugus) but differing in coloration. Its fur is a dull grayish chestnut rather than 
bronze, with the basal portion of the hairs on the back a dull-lead color. The northern 
long-eared bat's underparts are pinkish to cinnamon, and its hind feet are smaller and 
more delicate than in the little brown bat. The historic range included New York and 
New Jersey south to Georgia and west to Oklahoma. 
 
The Indiana bat typically hibernates in caves and mines in the winter, and roosts under 
bark or in tree crevices in the spring, summer, and fall. Trees (dead, dying, or alive) with 
exfoliating or defoliating bark, or containing cracks or crevices that could potentially be 
used by Indiana bats as a roost characterize summer roosting habitat for the Indiana 
bat.   
 
The most significant threat to the Indiana bat is white-nose syndrome, a fungal disease 
that has infected many bat species. 
 
Species Observations within Hudson River Habitat Restoration Project Area 
The USFWS did not report any Indiana bats within the project area. A literature search 
yielded no reports of Indiana bats within the project area. 
 
Site Specific Observations and Project Actions; Henry Hudson Park, Schodack Island 
State Park, and Moodna Creek New York Project 
There are no known caves or mines within the specific project areas. To avoid impacts 
to bats at the Henry Hudson Park and Schodack Island State Park, the District will 
remove trees greater than 3 inches dbh October 1 – March 31 or survey for bats prior to 
tree removal. If bats are observed during the surveys, removal will be deferred to 
October 1 – March 31 or the District will reinitiate consultation with USFWS. The District 
will not remove any trees at the Moodna Creek site. 
 
After a full evaluation of the Indiana bat life history, habitats in the project area, and 
proposed project activities, the District determined that the implementation of the 
proposed activities are “not likely to adversely affect” Indiana bats.  
 
Dwarf Wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon) 
Species Information 
The dwarf wedgemussel is a small, freshwater mussel that rarely exceeds 1.5 inches in 
length. The dwarf wedgemussel is the only freshwater bivalve mussel in North America 
that has two lateral teeth on the right valve, but only one tooth on the left. The outer 



shell is dark brown or yellowish brown and often exhibits greenish rays in young 
mussels. The inner shell is bluish or silvery white. Dwarf wedgemussels feed by filtering 
small particles from the water.  
 
The dwarf wedgemussel occurs on muddy sand, sand, and gravel bottoms in creeks 
and rivers of various sizes. In parts of the range, dwarf wedgemussels also occur in clay 
banks and small riffle areas. This species requires areas with a slow to moderate 
current, little silt deposition, and well-oxygenated, unpolluted water. Regionally, the 
dwarf wedgemussel is found in the Neversink River in the New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania border. 
 
Threats to the dwarf wedgemussel include direct habitat destruction from damming and 
channelizing of rivers, and indirect degradation of habitat due to pollution, 
sedimentation, invasion by exotic species, and fluctuations in water level or 
temperature. Freshwater mussels, including the dwarf wedgemussel, are sensitive to 
potassium, zinc, copper, cadmium, and other elements associated with industrial 
pollution. Industrial, agricultural, and domestic pollution are largely responsible for the 
disappearance of the dwarf wedgemussel from much of the species’ historic range.  
 
Species Observations within Hudson River Habitat Restoration Project Area 
The USFWS did not report any dwarf wedgemussels within the project area. A literature 
search yielded no reports of dwarf wedgemussels within the project area. 
 
Site Specific Observations and Project Actions; Moodna Creek, New York Project 
After a full evaluation of the dwarf wedgemussel life history, habitats in the project area 
and proposed project activities, the District determined that the implementation of the 
proposed activities are “not likely to adversely affect” dwarf wedgemussels. 
 
Small Whorled Pogonia (Isotria medeoloides) 
Species Information 
The small whorled pogonia is a member of the orchid family. It usually has a single 
grayish-green stem that grows about 10 inches tall when in flower and about 14 inches 
when bearing fruit. The plant is named for the whorl of five or six leaves near the top of 
the stem and beneath the flower. The leaves are grayish-green, oblong, and 1 to 3.5 
inches long. The single or paired greenish-yellow flowers are about 0.5 to 1 inch long 
and appear in May or June. The fruit, an upright ellipsoid capsule, appears later in the 
year (USFWS 2016). 
  
Although widely distributed, the small whorled pogonia is rare. It is found in 18 eastern 
states and Ontario, Canada. Populations are typically small with less than 20 plants 
(USFWS 2016). 
 
The small whorled pogonia grows in older hardwood stands of beech, birch, maple, oak, 
and hickory that have an open understory. Sometimes it grows in stands of softwoods 
such as hemlock. It prefers acidic soils with a thick layer of dead leaves, often on slopes 
near small streams (USFWS 2016). 



 
Species Observations within Hudson River Habitat Restoration Project Area 
The USFWS did not report any small whorled pogonia within the project area. A 
literature search yielded no reports of small whorled pogonia within the project area. 
The project will be removing dams and not working in small whorled pogonia habitat 
 
Site Specific Observations and Project Actions; Moodna Creek, New York Project 
After a full evaluation of the small whorled pogonia life history, habitats in the project 
area, and proposed project activities, the District determined that the implementation of 
the proposed activities would have “no affect” on small whorled pogonia.  
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