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Section 404 (f) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the discharge 
of dredge or fill material— 
 

(A) from normal farming, silviculture, and ranching activities such as plowing, 
seeding, cultivating, minor drainage, harvesting for the production of food, fiber, 
and forest products, or upland soil and water conservation practices; 

 
(B) for the purpose of maintenance, including emergency reconstruction of recently 

damaged parts, of currently serviceable structures such as dikes, dams, levees, 
groins, riprap, breakwaters, causeways, and bridge abutments or approaches, 
and transportation structures; 

 
(C) for the purpose of construction or maintenance of farm or stock ponds or 

irrigation ditches, or the maintenance of drainage ditches;  
 

(D) for the purpose of construction of temporary sedimentation basins on a 
construction site which does not include placement of fill material into the 
navigable waters; 

 
(E) for the purpose of construction or maintenance of farm roads or forest roads, or 

temporary roads for moving mining equipment, where such roads are 
constructed and maintained, in accordance with best management practices, to 
assure that flow and circulation patterns and chemical and biological 
characteristics of the navigable waters are not impaired, that the reach of the 
navigable waters is not reduced, and that any adverse effect on the aquatic 
environment will be otherwise minimized; 

 
(F) resulting from any activity with respect to which a State has an approved 

program under section 208(b)(4) which meets the requirements of 
subparagraphs (B) and (C) of such section, is not prohibited by or otherwise 
subject to regulation under this section or section 301(a) or 402 of this Act 
(except for effluent standards or prohibitions under section 307). 

 
(2) Any discharge of dredged or fill material into the navigable waters incidental to any 
activity having as its purpose bringing an area of the navigable waters into a use to 
which it was not previously subject, where the flow or circulation of navigable waters 
may be impaired or the reach of such waters be reduced, shall be required to have a 
permit under this section.  
 


