
New York – New Jersey Harbor and Tributaries
Coastal Storm Risk Management Study

TIER 1 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
What is an Environmental Impact Statement?
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires 
federal agencies to assess environmental effects prior to 
constructing a project.  An Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is the most detailed level of review 
required under NEPA. Multiple laws, executive orders, and 
regulations are considered during the NEPA process. 

Due to the scale and complexity of the NYNJHAT 
Study, the EIS will be prepared in two tiers: Tier 1 
and Tier 2. No Alternative can be constructed until the full 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 EIS(s) are completed, and all permits have 
been obtained.

Your opinion matters!  Public feedback is an important part of the Environmental Impact Statement process. 
Public comments help inform the Environmental Impact Statement and Alternative designs. 
Please send comments to: nynjharbor.tribstudy@usace.army.mil 

How are the Tier 1 environmental impacts and benefits assessed?
• Approximately 50 resources assessed
• Alternatives are compared to existing conditions

• Incorporating stakeholder input
• Assessed by an impact rating criteria and scorecards:

How are the Alternatives compared for Environmental Acceptability?
The individual resource scorecards were combined into Resource Categories and averaged for an Alternative Score:

Impacts by Structural Measure Type Impact Rating Criteria Individual Resource Scorecard Examples from the Draft Report

Existing Conditions
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