
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Water 
Bureau of Flood Protection and Dam Safety, 4th Floor 
625 Broadway, Albany, New York 12233-3504 
Phone: (518) 402-8185 • FAX: (518) 402-9029 
Website: www.dec.ny.gov 

Anthony Ciorra, P.E. 

October 21, 2014 

Chief, Coastal Restoration and Special Project Branch 
United States Army Corps of Engineers- New York District 
26 Federal Plaza - Room 2119C 
New York, New York 10278 

Re: Fire Island Inlet to Montauk Point, New York, Downtown Montauk Hurricane and 
Storm Damage Reduction Project 

Dear Mr. Ciorra: 

Joe Martens 
Commissioner 

This letter supersedes my letter dated October 3, 2014 due to the pre-application meeting 
held between the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) on· October 10, 2014 regarding the Water 
Quality Certificate (WQC) for the above project. 

The purpose of this letter is to confirm DEC's interest in participating in the Fire Island 
Inlet to Montauk Point, New York, Downtown Montauk Hurricane and Storm Damage 
Reduction Project (Project) as the Non-Federal Sponsor with the Corps for the construction of 
the Project. Furthermore, the DEC supports the recommendations contained in the Hurricane 
Sandy Limited Reevaluation Report dated August 2014. 

In order for the DEC to take on the role of the Non-Federal Sponsor, the DEC's authority 
(Chapter 7 of Title 4 of the New York State Unconsolidated Laws) to participate in a project to 
arrest erosion and alleviate or prevent damage resulting from storms requires the DEC to have a 
local sponsor that will share in the Non-Federal Sponsor's costs and obligations. The Town of 
East Hampton has agreed to be the DEC's local sponsor. 

The DEC understands that to the extent that the Disaster Relief Appropriation Act of 
2013, Public Law 113-2 enacted January 29, 2013 (DRAA 13) funds appropriated by Congress 
are available, the Corps will construct the Project at 100 percent Federal expense. In the event 
that there are insufficient DRAA 13 funds to complete construction of the Project, the proposed 
Project Partnership Agreement (PP A) will need to be amended and the remaining work will be 
subject to cost-sharing. 

This letter is not a commitment for the funding of any portion of the Project. The 
commitment can only be made when the proposed PPA with the Corps for the Project is 
executed by the Office of the New York State Comptroller. DEC maintains that it is interested in 
being the non-federal sponsor; however, DEC's participation will depend upon successful 
execution of a formal agreement with the local sponsor. 



2. 

DEC awaits the Corps submittal of their Water Quality Certification (WQC) application. 
Based on the DEC's review of the Hurricane Sandy Limited Reevaluation Report (LRR) dated 
August 2014, and the pre-application meeting held on October 10, 2014 with the Corps, DEC 
does not foresee any problems that would preclude the issuance of the WQC, providing the 
previous DEC comments on the LRR are adequately addressed in the Corps WQC application. 
The State will initiate the formal review process of the WQC once the Corps application is 
submitted. Please note that until this review process is completed and a WQC is issued, there is 
no authorization for the Corps to move forward in the construction of the project. 

DEC will continue working with the Corps to move the Project forward as expeditiously 
as possible. If you have any questions, please contact me by email at alan.fuchs@dec.ny.gov, or 
by telephone at (518) 402-8185. 

ec: F. Verga, USACE 

Sin~ u£-;-.-~--
Alan A. Fuchs, P .E. 
Director 
Bureau of Flood Protection and Dam Safety 

L.. Cantwell, Town of East Hampton Supervisor 
J. Tierney, NYSDEC 
P. Scully, NYSDEC 
S. McCormick, NYSDEC 
M. Chlebus, NYSDEC 
C. Dixon, NYSDEC 
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