| PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers

New York District In replying refer to:

Jacob K. Javits Federal Building Public Notice Number: NAN-2020-00619-WCA
New York, N.Y. 10278-0090 Issue Date: July 16, 2020
ATTN: Regulatory Branch Expiration Date: August 14, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

The New York District, Corps of Engineers has received an application for a Department of the
Army permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403), and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

APPLICANT: Public Service Electric and Gas Company
4000 Hadley Road
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

ACTIVITY: Discharge fill material into waters of the United States to facilitate the
relocation of an existing oil pump plant with associated circulation units and
heat exchangers, at the Bergen Switching Station.

WATERWAY: Bellman’s Creek (Hackensack River Watershed)
LOCATION: Borough of Ridgefield, Bergen County, New Jersey.
A detailed description and plans of the applicant's activity are enclosed to assist in your review.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect
the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof, among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral
needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest
of the proposed activity.

ALL COMMENTS REGARDING THE PERMIT APPLICATION MUST BE PREPARED IN WRITING
AND MAILED TO REACH THIS OFFICE BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS NOTICE,
otherwise, it will be presumed that there are no objections to the activity.
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Comments submitted in response to this notice will be fully considered during the public interest
review for this permit application. Comments provided will become part of the public record for
this permit application. All written comments, including contact information, will be made a part
of the administrative record, available to the public under the Freedom of Information Act. The
Administrative Record, or portions thereof, may also be posted on a Corps of Engineers internet
web site. Due to resource limitations, this office will normally not acknowledge the receipt of
comments or respond to individual letters of comment.

Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held
to collect information necessary to consider this application. Requests for public hearings shall
state, with particularity, the reasons why a public hearing should be held. It should be noted that
information submitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the permit decision process and
bears the same weight as that furnished at a public hearing.

Our preliminary determination is that the activity for which authorization is sought herein is not likely
to affect any Federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat. However, pursuant
to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531), the District Engineer is consulting
with the appropriate Federal agency to determine the presence of and potential impacts to listed
species in the project area or their critical habitat.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the
Sustainable Fisheries Act (Public Law 104-267), requires all Federal agencies to consult with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service (NOAA/FS) on all actions, or
proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely affect
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). The proposed work, fully described in the attached work description,
could cause the disruption of habitat for various life stages of some EFH-designated species as a
result of the proposed activity. Further consultation with NOAA/FS regarding EFH impacts and
conservation recommendations is being conducted and will be concluded prior to the final decision.

Based upon a review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places,
there are no known sites eligible for, or included in, the Register within the permit area. Presently
unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost by work accomplished
under the required permit.

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will include application of the
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under
authority of Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act and the applicant will obtain a water quality
certificate or waiver from the appropriate state agency in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act prior to a permit decision.

Pursuant to Section 307 (c) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 as amended [16 U.S.C.
1456 (c)], for activities under consideration that are located within the coastal zone of a state which
has a federally approved coastal zone management program, the applicant has certified in the
permit application that the activity complies with, and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent
with, the approved state coastal zone management program. By this public notice, we are
requesting the state's concurrence with, objection to, or waiver of the applicant's certification. No
permit decision will be made until one of these actions occurs. For activities within the coastal zone
of New Jersey State, the applicant's certification and accompanying information is available from
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Coastal Management Program, P.O. Box
418, 401 E. State Street, Trenton, NJ, 08625, Telephone (609) 633-2201. Comments regarding
the applicant's certification, and copies of any letters to this office commenting upon this proposal,
should be so addressed.
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In addition to any required water quality certificate and coastal zone management program
concurrence, the applicant has obtained or requested the following governmental authorization for
the activity under consideration:

e (New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Waterfront Development Permit)

It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the activity to any
persons known by you to be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have
any questions concerning this application, you may contact Jim Cannon at this office at (917)
790-8412, or at james.h.cannon@usace.army.mil.

In order for us to better serve you, please complete our Customer Service Survey located at
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Missions/Requlatory/CustomerSurvey.aspx.

For more information on New York District Corps of Engineers programs, visit our website at
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil.

or: Stephan A. Ryba

" Chief, Regulatory Branch

Enclosures


mailto:james.h.cannon@usace.army.mil
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/CustomerSurvey.aspx
http://www.nan.usace.army.mil/
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WORK DESCRIPTION

The applicant, the Public Service Electric and Gas Company (PSEG), has requested Department of
the Army authorization to discharge fill into tidal waters of the United States to facilitate the relocation
of an existing oil pump plant as part of the Bergen Switching Station Phase 3 Spare Transformer
Installation and Oil Pump Plant Movement project. The proposed project would take place within the
existing PSEG Bergen Switching Station, within Bellman’s Creek, a tidal tributary of the Hackensack
River, in the Borough of Ridgefield, Bergen County, New Jersey.

The regulated activities associated with the project proposal would include the discharge of
approximately 3,500 cubic yards of fill material into approximately 0.49 acres of tidal emergent
wetlands dominated by common reed, and approximately 0.10 acres of waters of the United States,
to facilitate the construction and installation of two non-habitable pump house’s, two circulating units,
and two heat exchangers, that would be installed on pile-supported concrete slabs-on-grade. The
two concrete slabs for the pump house would be approximately 63-foot long by 14-foot wide and
60-foot long by 14-foot wide, and the two slabs for the circulating units would be approximately
34-foot long by 18-foot wide and 24-foot long by 18-foot wide. There would be two sets of heat
exchanger foundations each comprised of six (6) 1.6-foot long by 1.6-foot wide slabs-on-grade.

The applicant has stated that the circulating units circulate the cooling oil within the underground
conduits; the pump house controls the flow of the cooling oil to the circulating units and heat
exchangers, and the heat exchangers dissipate the heat from the cooling oil as it is circulated out
from the underground electrical conduits. Approximately 0.10 acres of both wetlands and waters
of the United States would be temporarily disturbed as part of the proposed activities. Upon
completion of the project, all temporarily disturbed waters of the United States and wetlands would
be restored to preconstruction conditions.

To compensate for the 0.59 acres of permanent impacts to waters of the United States associated
with the project proposal, the applicant proposes to purchase 0.59 mitigation credits from a federally
approved wetland mitigation bank known as the “Evergreen MRI3 Wetland Mitigation Bank”, located
in the Hackensack Meadowlands District. The applicant has stated that the mitigation credits have
been secured from the bank sponsor upon issuance of all required permits.

The applicant has stated that the relocation of the existing oil pump plant is required based on the
installation of a required new spare transformer and associated security wall (Department of the
Army Permit No. NAN-2018-01147), which would be installed at the location of the existing oil pump
plant. The installation of the spare transformer and associated security wall, which was required to
be located adjacent to the existing main transformer, was mandated by Reliability Standards for
Physical Security Measures, 146 FERC 61,166 (2014) to maintain system reliability, specifically to
enhance security concerns. The applicant states that the purpose of an oil pump plant is to cool
underground electric transmission cables, as the electric current running through underground
transmission lines (wires between eight and ten inches in diameter) generates a significant amount
of heat that must be cooled to eliminate system failure. The underground transmission lines are
encased in a larger steel pipe that is filled with a non-PCB oil coolant, and continuously pumped
through the pipe to re-circulate the coolant through the system at the same time cooling it by a heat-
exchanger. The applicant states that the optimal location of an oil pump house/heat exchanger is at
the point where the above-ground transmission line(s) transition to underground (pot-head location).
Due to existing on-site space constraints at the Bergen Switching Station, the existing oil pump plant
has been proposed in an area located outside and along the south side of the substation where it
will not interfere with existing Switch Station operations. The proposed new location of the oil pump
plant complex also represents the most-optimal area, as it would be located at the point where the
above-ground transmission line(s) transition to underground. The applicant further stated that,
although not optimal, the existing oil pump plant was constructed in its current location for the
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purpose of avoiding impacts to wetlands as part of its original construction. Although it would have
been better constructed where now proposed, it is only being proposed now, per the Federal
mandate, referenced above.

The two proposed new pump houses (identified as Pump House 3 and Pump House 4) and their
associated circulating units and heat exchangers are proposed to replace existing Pump House
1 and Pump House 2 and their associated circulating units and heat exchangers, which would be
decommissioned for purpose of constructing the required spare transformer and associated
security wall.

The applicant stated that the project was designed to reduce impacts to wetlands and waters to
the extent possible. The area of expansion is the minimum necessary to accommodate the
proposed pump house, heat exchanger, and circulating unit — the proposed area of fill is the least
amount of space required to accommodate underground piping, specifically the pipe bends,
overhead electrical clearances, and maintenance services.

The purpose of the project is to comply with the mandate by the Reliability Standards for Physical
Security Measures, 146 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 61,166 (Order Directing
Filing of Standards, issued March 7, 2014) requirements to maintain system reliability, and site
security concerns.
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NOTES:

1. HORIZONTAL DATUM = NAD-83 (2011)

REFERENCES:

1. "SITE PLAN, PSE&G's BERGEN SWITCHING STATION, LOT 4, BLOCK 4014, TAX MAP
SHEET NO. 40, HENDRICKS CAUSEWAY, BELLMANN'S CREEK", PREAPARED BY
PSEG SERVICES CORPORATION, SURVEYS & MAPPING, NEWARK, N.J., DATED
9/28/2017, AND REVISED TO 3/09/2020.

. IMAGE OBTAINED FROM, HTTP://MAPS.US.NEARMAP.COM/ DATED 6-09-2020.

IMAGERY CAPTURED WITH A GROUND SAMPLE DISTANCE OF 5.8CM (2.3") WITH A
HORIZONTALACCUARCY OF 25.3CM (107).
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LIMITS OF DISTURBANCE: 56,219 SF = 1.29 Ac

PERMANENT WETLAND LIMITS OF DISTURBANCE: 21,289 SF = 0.49 Ac
PERMANENT IMPACT TO RIPARIAN BUFFER AREA: 32,286 SF = 0.74 Ac
FOUNDATION AREA NET INCREASE: 0.03 Ac

ESTIMATED RIP RAP FILL QTY = 1,000 CU. YD.

ESTIMATED DGA FILL QYY = 3,000 CU. YD.

ESTIMATED YARD STONE QTY = 350 CU. YD.

ESTIMATED TOTAL FILL QTY = 3,500 CU. YD.

FILL IN WATERS = 750 CU. YD.

PERMANENT ACREAGE IMPACT TO WATERS: 4,200 SF = 0.10 Ac
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PLAN NOTES:
1. HORIZONTAL DATUM = NAD-83 (2011)
VERTICAL DATUM = NAVD-88 (GEOID 12-A)
2. WETLANDS LOCATION FLAGS FIELD LOCATED BY CARROLL ENGINEERING ON
OCT. 6, 2008, APRIL 9, 2009, AND MARCH 6, 2015.
3. WETLANDS LOCATION FLAGS DELINEATED BY ECOLSCIENCES, ROCKAWAY, NJ ON
8/16/2@17 AND FIELD LOCATED BY DRESDNER ROBIN, JERSEY CITY, N.J. ON
AUGUST 18, 2017.
_—— Y 4. TIDELANDS
T GRANTS: 1 - JULY @6, 1961, DB 4261, pg 550
T 2 - AUG. P1,1977, DB 6289, pq 277
N 3 - JULY 18,1932, DB 1844, pg 226
Y LICENSE: 1 DEC. 6, 20128 FILE No.8249-09-0002.1 TDIA90002
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